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Amended T&CP EIA Regs 

7 

Regulation 4  

Covers: land, soil, 
water, air and 

climate 

Schedule 3 
(screening) – Risk 

of affect of 
accident/disaster 

(incl Climate) 

Schedule 4  
Reference to GHG, 

Adaptation and 
Vulnerability for 

inclusion in the EIA 

Climate Change in UK EIA Regulations 2017 
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Climate Change in  UK    EIA Guidance 

2010 2010 2017 2015 
2013 



The guide provides a 
framework for the effective 
consideration of climate 
resilience and adaptation 
in the EIA process 
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Key Principles 
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Resourcing the 
EIA 

Identifying 
Future Climate 

Building Climate 
Resilience 

Integrating into 
the ES 

Developing 
mitigation and 

adaptation 
management  
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On-going Challenges for CCR&A in UK EIA 
- Uptake of CCR&A in practice 

- Case study examples  

Scoping, Scoping, 
Scoping! 
 
Have we taken it too 
far? 
 
How much of this is 
inherent in existing 
assessment 
methods 

Proportionality  Communication Integration Monitoring 

11 

Complex, risk based 
issues 
 
Little prospect of a 
yes/no answer 
 
Usefulness of 
outputs to designers 

EIA not done by the 
designer 
 
How does it relate to 
other design 
uncertainties 
(demand, resource 
prices, other 
uncertainty) 
 
Is SEA a better 
place? 

How do you monitor 
adaptive 
management? 
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The new Environmental Impact  

Assessment (EIA) Directive 

(2014/52/EU) 

Legally binding UK target of 

80% emissions reduction from 

1990 levels by 2050 

Interim target - 34% UK 

emissions reduction from 1990 

levels by 2020 

The Paris Agreement 

 

GHG in UK EIA - The Drivers 



GHG in UK EIA 

2010 2017 



 

The scope of the guide 



Assessing GHG emissions 

• Defining study goal and scope 

• Study boundaries  

• Study period 

• Inclusions and cut off rules 

• Quantification methodology 

• Uncertainty  

• Using tools 



Adopting a life cycle approach 



PAS 2080 



Significance  

• Any GHG emissions / reductions from a project 

might be considered significant 

• Framework approach: 

- No preferred method for significance  

- No defined GHG trigger threshold.  

• Contextualising GHG emissions against any 

national, sectoral or local budgets encouraged 

• Appendix C: Examples from around the world 



Front-loading mitigation, but keeping it flexible 



Climate Change in the EIA of 

Flood & Coastal Risk Management EIA 

Jo Murphy 
IAIA Washington DC  

23 August 2017 
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     £22.3 

  £29.4  

  42% 

  58% 

      £5.0 
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The Thames Estuary, UK 















Review – updated conclusions 
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Adaptability & impact assessment 



“The Flood” 





Perspectives 
Proportionate EIA  
- The problem of disproportionate EIA 

- UK Proportionate EIA Strategy 

- Q&A 

 

Competency requirements in: 
- UK EIA 

- ESIA 

- Q&A 
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Context 

Origins & 

Purpose 

2017  

Changes 
Process 

Legislation 



Justice Sullivan - 2004 

‘It would be no advantage to anyone concerned… -

applicants, objectors or local authorities - if ES were 

drafted on a purely “defensive basis” mentioning every 

possible scrap of information ... Such documents would be 

a hindrance not an aid to sound decision-making by the 

local planning authority, since they would obscure the 

principles issues with a welter of detail’. 

Derbyshire Waste Ltd vs Blewett and SoS for Environment [2004] EWCA Civ 1508 at para 42 



Growth in UK Offshore EIS Length  

2007-2013 



EIA Risks Failing to… 

• Be a key voice for the environment in decision-making 

• Add value to development design 

• Engage the public in effective consultation 

• Help manage risks to consenting 

• Be more than an expensive exercise 

 

 
EIA is still valued by Professionals, Govt, and wider 
stakeholders, but pressure is mounting and potential for 
significant change is real post-Brexit… 

 

 

 



Implications of BREXIT for EIA… 

IAIA Conference Findings 14June’17 

 

Majority think UK will maintain EIA 

Split on whether EIA will be more or less 

important 

Majority think significant potential it will 

limit progress in future EIA practice 



Developing  

the Strategy 

Rochelle, 

Illinois 







 





A Strategy is Not Enough 



A focus for UK’s IA Network & QMark 

( 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



• Promote the vision for the UK’s proportionate EIA future 

• Engage key stakeholders and representative bodies in 

implementing the strategy 

• Catalyse actions and initiatives around the four key themes of 

people, scoping, collaboration and innovation & digital 

• Develop a proportionate EIA Charter, creating a positive and 

visible campaign around which a coalition of the willing can rally. 

• Develop an EIA Digital Strategy that looks across UK practice to 

identify the opportunities to deploy advances in technology. 



Q&A 



Current Competency Expectations in 

IA Systems 



Europe – 2014/52/EU 

Competent expert [Art 5(3)(a)] 

• EU developers must ensure EIS IS prepared by competent 

experts.  

Sufficient Expertise [Art5(3)(b)] 

• Consenting authority must have access to sufficient 

expertise to examine the EIS for completeness and quality. 

All 28 EU Member States had to comply by 16 May 2017, 
but Directive provides no definition / guidance… 



World Bank: Environment & Social Framework 

 (August 2016) 
ESS1:  

- ESA ‘prepared by qualified and experienced persons’ 

- Use of Borrower frameworks, if id gaps = measures & 

actions to address capacity development in Borrower, 

national, subnational, sectoral implementing institutes 
 

ESS4,5,6: Competent professionals, ‘qualified experts’, etc 
 

ESS9: FI’s ESMS include ‘organisational capacity & 

competency’ 
 



Competency expectations included in some 

national, sub-national and  financial institutions 

IA systems. 
 

But…  

Coverage is incomplete, requirements are non-

specific & terminology varies 
 

Common understanding of quality / consistency is 

lacking in ES capacity development & training 

activities 



UK EIA Practice  

Competent Experts  

& Sufficient Expertise 



UK EIA Co-ordinator Competent Expert… 

Standard Practice: Individual that can demonstrate all of following: 
 

1.  Full membership relevant prof. body / Registered EIA Practitioner status;  
2.  Experience of leading substantive components of EIA process;  
3.  Evidence of on-going CPD relevant to coverage of Schedule 4 (Annex IV) 
 
 
 
 
 

Good Practice: Standard + in EIA Quality Mark registrant 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Best Practice: Good + individual has Principal EIA Practitioner status 



ES Competency  

A growing trend in the transition to 

Borrower Safeguards? 



Towards a Global Environmental & Social Competency 

Framework for Large Infrastructure Projects 

14 April 2016 
 



IAIA16- Nagoya (12 May 2016) 

The Principles of Collaboration for Country 

Safeguard Systems  

Signed by ADB, World Bank, Japan International 

Cooperation Agency (JICA), and fellow members of the 

Development Partners Safeguard Coordination Committee. 



Understanding current Competency 

Expectations 



IAIA Innovation Grant 2017 

Exploring IA Competency Requirements 

Establishing a Global Baseline  

Effective IA requires competent professionals, but we 

lack a shared understanding of… 

- What competency requirements exist around the world? 

- Whether common criteria exist between such systems? 

- How such systems are developing? 

 

 IAIA Member Value:  

 1st edition compendium of current national /  

 other IA competency systems (November ’17) 
Josh Fothergill  
& Dr Ross Marshall 
Fothergill Training & Consulting Ltd 
 

E: Josh@fothergilltc.com 

mailto:Josh@fothergilltc.com


Do we need to consider exploring a 

framework standard for global ES 

competency? 
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Overview: Revising the EIA Directive 



Main Changes via 2014/52/EU 

• A definition of EIA 
• EIA Report 
• Joint / Co-ordinated HD 
• Time limits 
• Screening Revisions 
• New / revised topics 
• Scoping Revisions 
• Competent Experts 

• ES Content 
• Examination of ES and 

sufficient expertise in CA 
• Decision Notice 
• Monitoring 
• Penalties & Conflict Interest 
• Transitional arrangements 



BREXIT: Helping define 

UK’s future approach to 

E&S 

Member Engagement 

• Regional Workshops 

• Brexit Group  

 

Developing Position/s 

 

Identifying Strategic Partnerships 



Ice Breaker 

National  

Geographic 


