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Training session outline 

Topic 2

Law, policy 
and 

institutional 
arrangements

Topic 2—Law, policy and institutional 
arrangements for EIA systems 

Objectives 
To provide an overview of the different types of EIA systems 
which are in place. 

To identify the legal, policy and institutional arrangements and 
directions which are important. 

To consider the factors that are important when establishing or 
modifying an EIA system. 

 

Relevance 
EIA takes place within the legal and/or policy frameworks 
established by individual countries and international agencies. 
Its practice can be improved through a better understanding of 
the different arrangements that are made for EIA provision and 
procedure, and how these can contribute to successful EIA. 
Those developing or reviewing EIA systems need to be 
particularly aware of the strengths and weaknesses of existing 
arrangements and the elements that can improve EIA as a tool 
to achieve sustainable development. 
 

Timing 
Two to four hours (not including training activity). Note that the 
length of the session will depend upon whether the UNECE 
recommendations in Handout 2–1 are worked through in detail. 
 

Important note to trainers 
 
You should design your presentation with the needs and 
background of participants in mind, and concentrate on 
 those sections most relevant to your audience. The session 
presentation timings are indicative only. 
 
Time taken for the training activities can vary enormously 
depending on the depth of treatment, the existing skills 
and knowledge of participants and the size of the group. 

�
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��Information checklist 

Obtain or develop the following, as appropriate:  

� EIA legislation, regulations, orders and directives that are 

used in the country or region;  

� information on any proposed changes to these; 

� guidelines, agreements or memoranda of understanding 

that apply to EIA; 

� agreements or means of resolving conflicts where more 

than one set of EIA arrangements apply to the project;  

� information about how the EIA system addresses any 

responsibilities that the country has under the 

international environmental agreements;  

� reviews and analyses of the strengths and weaknesses of 

applicable legal, policy and institutional arrangements; 

� contact names and telephone numbers of people, 

agencies, organisations and environmental 

information/data resource centres able to provide 

assistance and information regarding national EIA 

arrangements and developments; and  

� other resources that may be available such as videos, 

journal articles, computer programmes, lists of speakers, 

case studies. 
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Law, policy 
and 

institutional 
arrangements
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Session outline  

Welcome participants to the session by introducing yourself and 
getting them to introduce themselves. Outline the overall coverage of 
the session, its objectives, and why they are important.  
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Very briefly review the aims and main elements of the EIA process. 
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Review the key trends in the development of EIA systems.  
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Box 1: Key international developments in EIA law, policy and institutional 
arrangements – the last decade 
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Briefly identify the legal and institutional characteristics that are in 
place in a given country or region and consider how they may need 
to be developed or strengthened. 
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Table 1: Analysing legal, policy and institutional arrangements 

�

Country Type of EIA 
Authority 

Legal 
provision 
Yes/No 

Mandatory 
compliance 

Yes/No 

Requirement 
for public 

participation 
Yes/No 

Procedural 
checks and 

balances 
Yes/No 
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Now review types and examples of EIA systems that may be adopted. 
Also consider international developments that are relevant and/or 
applicable to EIA legal, policy or institutional arrangements for a given 
country. Identify particular aspects that may be used in designing or 
developing the EIA framework. 
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Some national and international examples of EIA legislation 
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Box 2: Provisions of the European Directive on EIA  
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International environmental law and policy of relevance to EIA 
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Law, policy 
and 
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EIA requirements of the World Bank and regional development banks� 
 
*African Development Bank, Asian Development Bank, European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development, Inter-American Development Bank 
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Box 3: The World Bank environmental agenda 
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Review the guidelines that apply or could be used to implement the 
provisions and requirements of the EIA system. Discuss the problems 
that can be caused by the lack of coherence in the EIA procedures 
established by international agencies. Note the OECD framework to 
ensure coherence of EIA requirements when more than one donor 
system applies.  
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Outline the legal, policy and institutional arrangements that provide 
the foundation for an effective national EIA system. Note other features 
that are important to support their application. Ask the participants 
about any implications these may have for EIA locally and if they can 
identify any other factors that may be relevant.  
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Summarise the key factors to be considered, and the steps involved, 
when establishing or modifying a national EIA process. Ask if any of 
the participants have experience in this area that they could share 
with the group.  
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Include a training activity to reinforce the topic (if desired).  
 
Summarise the presentation, emphasising those key aspects of the 
topic that apply locally. 
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Annex 1: International environmental agreements 
relevant to the application of EIA 
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