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Capacity Building for Biodiversity and Impact Assessment (CBBIA)  

Information about Small Grants Program
Background Information about the CBBIA Project

The CBBIA project is a targeted capacity building program intended to promote good practice in biodiversity and impact assessment. It includes various enabling activities, which will take place in participating regions and countries and at IAIA conferences, workshops and events.

The project is administered by the International Association for Impact Assessment and funded by the Dutch Government. It builds on work carried out by the IAIA Biodiversity and Ecology Section in support of the biodiversity-related global conventions, including the Convention on Biological Diversity, the Ramsar Convention and the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS). 

The project has the following objectives:

· Provide practical, demand-driven support for development of capacity for the integration of biodiversity and impact assessment in developing countries.

· Share information and experiences by working with practitioners, policy-makers, biodiversity-related conventions and other stakeholders to build expertise and promote good practice.

· Support capacity-building through knowledge-transfer, institution-building and networking

· Promote, and contribute to, the further development of guidelines for incorporating biodiversity related issues into Impact Assessment.

The Small Grants Program is intended to promote these objectives by supporting relevant activities in developing countries.

2006 Small Grants Program
Purpose

Small Grants are given to support the development of techniques and capacity for the promotion of biodiversity-inclusive impact assessment. They are intended to support low-budget projects (up to US$10,000) focusing on discrete aspects, or to provide seed funding for bigger initiatives at an early stage in their development and implementation. Grants can be given to enable pilot projects to be undertaken and to support applications for larger grants from other sources. Grants can also be given to support publication of work already carried out, where the results are directly relevant to the work of the CBBIA Project.

Who may apply

The grants can be given to individuals or organisations. Partnership projects are encouraged, particularly where they will help promote regional capacity building activities.  

Applicants will be expected to demonstrate the relevance of their proposal to the objectives of the CBBIA Project and to identify clear deliverables that will contribute towards these objectives.
Suggested subjects

Although other subjects could be considered, we are particularly seeking proposals addressing the following subjects:

1. Using the ecosystem approach to assess impacts

2. Applying the precautionary principle (eg case studies where the precautionary principle has been invoked to delay a decision, or where it has proved difficult to apply)

3. Impact Assessment as a tool for supporting the needs of migratory species

4. Strategic Environmental Assessment and Biodiversity

5. Biodiversity indicators and values for use in impact assessment

6. Impact Assessment as a tool for regulating development activity in and around protected areas

7. Techniques for assessing cumulative effects on biodiversity

Grant Amount

Grants of up to US$10,000 are available for 2006 to contribute towards project-related travel costs, to employ casual or short-term assistance (eg a temporary project officer), to purchase necessary small items of equipment or to pay for printing or publication costs.

Application Deadline

Proposals should be made on the application form and sent to the CBBIA-Program Administrator, Mrs. Bridget John, by mail to the address below or by email (project@iaia.org) to arrive by 15 February 2006. 

Awards will be made early in March 2006.

IAIA International Headquarters

1330 23rd Street South, Suite C · Fargo, ND  58103 USA

Phone: +1.701.297.7908 . Fax: +1.701.297.7917

[image: image1.png]