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 APPLICATION FORM
Application No._____  (CBBIA use)                     

The conditions relating to Small Grants are detailed in ‘CBBIA Information about Small Grants’, which should be read before the application is completed.  The completed form plus should be emailed to CBBIA Project Administrator, Mr. Napoleon Tiapo, IAIA: Project@iaia.org. Alternatively the form can be completed in hard copy, either typewritten, or handwritten in dark ink, and set out clearly in the spaces provided.  The application may not exceed the three sides of the form. Please also supply signed supporting statements from two suitably qualified referees.

	1. Title of proposal
The effects of anthropogenic impacts on quartz island plant diversity



	2. Name and address of applicant, and address:
Carlo van Tonder

C/o  M J Cameron

Private Bag X 6531

GEORGE

6530

Telephone number: +27-72-252-8129
Fax number: +27 44 8015031 Att: MJ Cameron
Email address: carlovt@hotmail.com


	3. Brief summary of the proposal

Please explain its purpose and relevance to the CBBIA- objectives, the approaches and methods to be used, expected outputs and results
3a Background

The Succulent Karoo biome is one of 25 biodiversity hotspots worldwide and the only one to occur in an arid area. Less than five percent of the biome is conserved making it the least conserved biome in South Africa. The Namaqua National Park (currently 77 181 ha in extent) contribute significantly to the conservation of the Succulent Karoo biome. Quartz fields are of great ecological importance as they are unique habitats that houses highly specialised dwarf succulent plant species. No research has been done on the ecology of quartz fields in the Namaqua National Park. Moreover, very little research has been conducted on quartz fields in southern Africa. The Namaqua National Park is a very young park (established in 1998) and is undergoing rapid development. Park management is striving to make it an all-year round destination for tourists. Quartz fields are ideal tourist attractions which makes it vulnerable to human-induced impacts such as roads, hiking trails and camp sites to name only a few. This study will make a significant contribution on understanding the ecology of the quartz fields in the Namaqua National Park. In the process the park’s management could use this information to form strategies aimed at monitoring human impacts on quartz fields and contribute to informed decision making with managing sensitive areas such as quartz fields.
3b Objectives

· Determine the size and location off all quartz patches in relation to each other in the Namaqua National Park

· Determine to what extent quartz field sizes, remoteness and habitat heterogeneity influences species diversity.  

· Assess possible human-induced impacts on quartz field vegetation 

· Make management recommendations with respect to quartz fields




	Summary of proposal, cont. (use this page if necessary)

3c Approaches and methods

· The island biogeography theory will be considered to determine to what extent the size, remoteness and habitat heterogeneity of quartz fields influences species diversity.

· Species diversity and relevant abundance will be measured and compared between quartz fields of varying sizes, remoteness and habitat heterogeneity.
· Human-induced impacts will be measured by comparing species richness between impacted areas and non-impacted areas   
3d Expected outputs and results (clear deliverables should be identified)

· A Master of Technology (MTech) in Nature Conservation at the Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University (Will remain property of the Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University)

· A published scientific paper in an international journal – South African Journal of Botany (Will remain property of the Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University)

· Management recommendations with regards to vegetation on quartz fields  




	4. Details of costings and funding requirements 
· Scientific publication and printing costs: $1000

· Travel costs: $ 2000

· Equipment: $ 1000

· Tuition fees: $ 1000

Amount sought from the CBBIA project ..$ 5000..............



	5. Names and addresses of two referees:  At least one referee should be from a different place of work to the applicant.  Referees must send their statements to IAIA before the closing date.  Applicants should give the referees details of the proposal.

· M J Cameron, Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University - George Campus, Private Bag X6531, George, 6530, South Africa.

· Prof. S.J. Milton-Dean, 8 Nuwe Street, Prince Albert, 6930, South Africa.



	6. Details of other applications (with addresses where appropriate), together with sums sought or awarded, for this proposal.

No other applications have been made to date



	7. Brief curriculum vitae (qualifications, employment) for main proposer:

Qualifications:

The applicant obtained the National Diploma in Nature Conservation (cum Laude) at Port Elizabeth Technikon 2003. 

Currently studying towards a BTech in Nature Conservation at the Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University 2004.

Employment:

Conservation student at the Namaqua National Park 2002



	10.Declaration:I certify that the proposal to which this application refers is not supported through any initiatives other than those listed in ‘6’ (above). I confirm that the results of the work undertaken will be the property of the CBBIA. I also confirm my understanding that acceptance of a grant will imply a requirement for the proposed work to comply with the financial, monitoring and evaluation requirements of the CBBIA Program.

Signature:                                                                                                      Date:
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