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Strategic Environmental Assessment & Land Use Planning
Project Duration: 
01 December 2002 – 01 December 2005
Total budget: 

429,968 €



Objectives

The overall aim of the project is to mainstream environmental considerations into sectoral public decision-making and undertakings at the national level through the application of SEA in order to alleviate major problems facing national sustainable development. 

Progress/Achievements

· Evaluation of the potential scope of SEA in Lebanon (Framework note on priority sectors).

· Comparative study on available institutional options for SEA implementation in Lebanon.

· Evaluation of SEA applicability and capacity needs assessment for SEA implementation in Lebanon (SWOT analysis of 8 concerned public institutions).

· Development of the institutional and procedural frameworks for SEA application in Lebanon.

· Recommendations for mainstreaming SEA in different priority sectors & potential implications. 

· Elaboration of an SEA Decree based on the Framework Law for Environmental Protection (Law no. 444/02). 

· Development of the SEA process (inclusion of economic & social criteria along with environmental criteria).

· Development of an SEA manual for capacity building (in print).

· Synergising with another EC funded project for the organisation of technical training on GIS for staff at key stakeholder institutions (Ministry of Environment and Directorate General of Urban Planning)

· Elaboration of environmental guidelines to be incorporated in land use planning (on-going).

· Elaboration of a national strategy for incorporating environmental considerations in urban planning and land use management procedures (on-going).

Main Outputs

· Draft SEA Decree to be submitted to the Council of Ministers for approval

· SEA training manual to be disseminated during planned training sessions

· Note on environmentally challenging sectors in Lebanon 

· Report on mainstreaming SEA in Lebanon

· SWOT analyses for the implementation of SEA in public institutions 

· Report on socio-economic guidelines:  from SEA to Sustainability Assessment 

· Quarterly Newsletter disseminated via email

· Two general awareness brochures, one targeting practitioners and the other decision-makers 

· Project website (http://www.moe.gov.lb/Projects/Ongoing/SEA.htm)

· Training 3 representatives of partner institutions abroad on the principles and application of SEA

· Securing extra funding to mainstream SEA in the Ministry of Economy & Trade; project entitled: “Capacity Building for Integrated Assessment & Planning for Sustainable Development”
· Ex-Post SEA of the National Reforestation Plan managed by the Ministry of Environment for improving future versions (submitted for review to the Service of Conservation in Nature).

Planned Activities

· Undertake technical training for concerned stakeholders in both the private and public sector on SEA implementation, as well as on the application of environmental directives in land use planning

· Apply the proposed environmental directives to a pilot project

· Develop the legal basis for the application of the proposed environmental directives in land use planning

· Follow up on the collaboration initiated by the project between the Ministry of Environment and the Council for Development & Reconstruction for applying SEA to their water management programme. 

Main challenges

· Lack of documented practical experience that reveals potential implementation pitfalls, obstacles and lessons learnt, particularly in developing countries.

· Lack of examples focusing on benefits relating to the improved efficiency and consistency of public planning and expenditure to be used for active political lobbying and advocacy of the SEA concept. 

For more information 

Please contact:

Alissar Chaker

SEA Project Manager

Ministry of Environment

P.O. Box 70-1091

Antelias - Lebanon
Tel: +961 (04) 522222 extn. 423 or 506

Fax: +961 (04) 418911

E-mail: achaker@moe.gov.lb
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