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	1. Title of proposal
Strengthening biodiversity consideration in EIA and SEA



	2. Name and address of applicant, and address:
Dr. Bonaventure Vun Leong Wan

School of Science & Technology

Universiti Malaysia Sabah

Locked Bag 2073

88999 Kota Kinabalu

Sabah MALAYSIA

Telephone number: +6088-320000 Ext 5787

Fax number: +6088-435324
Email address: bvun@ums.edu.my, vunlw@pd.jaring.my 


	3. Brief summary of the proposal

Please explain its purpose and relevance to the CBBIA- objectives, the approaches and methods to be used, expected outputs and results
3a Background

Impact assessment has been recognised by many of the world’s governments as a core tool for integrating environmental and social considerations into decision making processes at project, programme and policy levels. Article 14 of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) calls for Parties to introduce environmental impact assessment (EIA) and strategic environmental assessment (SEA) procedures to ensure that the impacts of projects, programmes and policies on biodiversity are given full consideration in development planning and actions.

Studies have shown that project specific EIAs did not provide the decision-makers with the necessary information at a stage in development planning when options are still open (Treweek 1999). As a result of this, EIA emphasises design modifications and mitigating measures, but precious ecological resources in an area were left threatened or vanished upon project implementation because of foreclosure of resource development options. On the local scenario, studies showed that the ecological input in the EIA reports also failed to address the issues on biodiversity as well (Vun & Latiff, 1999, Vun et al., 2004).


In view of the shortcomings of the EIA process, the strategic environmental assessment (SEA) framework has been proposed by some as an add-on to the present EIA system (CSIR 1996; Sadler 1996), on the Malaysian scenario, though SEA has been attempted, however the results were not made known and they were carried out as pilot projects and they did not play a role in the decision-making process.
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L.W.Vun & A.Latiff. 1999. Preliminary ecological input assessment and EIA for coastal resort development in Malaysia. Impact assessment and project appraisal. 17(2): 133-140.
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3b Objectives

[1] 
Examine the existing EIA practices and identify the issues that relate to biodiversity and ecological consideration

[2]        Propose ways to incorporate SEA in the existing impact assessment and decision-making process in Malaysia

[2]
Establish methods to incorporate biodiversity consideration in the EIA and SEA process proposed




	Summary of proposal, cont. (use this page if necessary)

3c Approaches and methods

[1] 
Examine the existing EIA practices and identify the issues that relate to biodiversity and ecological consideration

· Carried out studies to examine the consideration of biodiversity in the local EIAs by using checklists.

[2]        Propose ways to incorporate SEA in the existing impact assessment and decision-making process in Malaysia

· Consider about the existing environmental management practices in Malaysia and consider about the possibilities of introducing SEA into the impact assessment and decision-making process by having forums/discussions with the respective stakeholders.

[2]
Establish methods to incorporate biodiversity consideration in the EIA and SEA process proposed

· After meeting objectives 1 & 2, then steps will be carried out to strengthen the biodiversity consideration in these impact assessment tools (SEA & EIA) or in the new system as proposed in [2].

3d Expected outputs and results (clear deliverables should be identified)

[1] 
Examine the existing EIA practices and identify the issues that relate to biodiversity and ecological consideration

· Issues related to biodiversity/ecological consideration could be make known

· A systematic and standardise checklist could be establish to screen and review the ecological information in the EIAs

[2]        Propose ways to incorporate SEA in the existing impact assessment and decision-making process in Malaysia

· Manual on the application of SEA with ample consideration on biodiversity

[2]
Establish methods to incorporate biodiversity consideration in the EIA and SEA process proposed

· Manual/report on “strengthening biodiversity consideration in EIA and SEA”




	4. Details of costings and funding requirements 
Categories

Details

Budget (RM)

Budget (US$)

Enumerator/Research Assistant

2 persons

RM600 (monthly) x 7 x 2

8,400

2,100

Travel (training, attending conference, field work, seminar for discussion, forum, interview) car rental, airfare, accommodation, food

10,000

2,500

Consumables

Photocopies

Printers

Paper

Poster preparation

Manual preparation

Publication of manuals

RM20 x 200 x 2

16,000

4,000

Equipments

UPS

CD-RW recorder

5,000

1,250

Others

150

10,000

Amount sought from the CBBIA project: USD10,000



	5. Names and addresses of two referees:  At least one referee should be from a different place of work to the applicant.  Referees must send their statements to IAIA before the closing date.  Applicants should give the referees details of the proposal.

Prof. Dato’ Dr. Abdul Latiff 

Professor of Ecology

Faculty of Science & Technology

Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia

43000 Bangi, Selangor Darul Ehsan

Malaysia

Email: latiff@pkrisc.cc.ukm.my 

Prof. Dr. Mohd. Nordin

Independent Scientist

ENSEARCH

Email: monhrs@pop.jaring.my 

	6. Details of other applications (with addresses where appropriate), together with sums sought or awarded, for this proposal.



	7. Brief curriculum vitae (qualifications, employment) for main proposer:

PhD (UKM’sia) (Environmental Management)

Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (National University of Malaysia)

Presently as Biological Programme Coordinator and lecturer with the School of Science & Technology, Universiti Malaysia Sabah

http://www.ums.edu.my/sst/



	10.Declaration:I certify that the proposal to which this application refers is not supported through any initiatives other than those listed in ‘6’ (above). I confirm that the results of the work undertaken will be the property of the CBBIA. I also confirm my understanding that acceptance of a grant will imply a requirement for the proposed work to comply with the financial, monitoring and evaluation requirements of the CBBIA Program.
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