CBBIA SMALL GRANTS PROGRAM

 APPLICATION FORM
Application No._____  (CBBIA use)                     

	1. Title of proposal

Addressing Biodiversity in Impact Assessment in Central America


	2. Name and address of applicant, and address:

Dr. Grethel Aguilar

IUCN Regional Office for Mesoamerica

Telephone number: 506 241 0101

Fax number: 506 240 9934

Email address: grethel.aguilar@iucn.org



	3. Brief summary of the proposal

3a Background

Biodiversity is a cross-cutting issue in Central America. In the 53 million hectares the region harbors 9% of the planet’s Biological Diversity. One can observe almost 20,000 species of flora, 14% of which are endemic or unique in the world. Also Central America is characterized by its great tropical forest that covers around 35% of the territory (approximately 18 million hectares)
. Such biological treasure makes for a concentration of genetic resources and traditional knowledge that represent an important source of scientific and economic development for the people. 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) was tentatively introduced in the region in the 1980’s mostly due to requirements of the Multilateral Agencies. However during the past ten years, as the movement for conservation and rational use of natural resources gained force, Central America has been taking initiative in promoting EIA as an instrument for environmental management.  The first EIA regulations appeared in Guatemala en 1986 followed by Costa Rica and Panama 1991, Belize 1992, Honduras 1993, Nicaragua and El Salvador 1994. Despite the fact that every country had a general legal framework, there are obstacles such as lack of budget hence need of technical assistance, need of clear procedures. One could say that EIA system still under developing at the time.

IUCN has been since 1995 a key partner to the Central American governments in supporting the strengthening of EIA.  IUCN has been giving  training  support as well a technical assistance on EIA to the EIA Director in each country. In general terms in could be acknowledge that although Central America has had a considerable advance in the implementation of EIA, it still in a preliminary stage were there’s a strong need to put into practice the work done until today, and also the decisions stated in the Regional Plan for the Strengthening of EIA in Central America
.

As we stated before all the Central American Countries have regulations related to the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), however there are not studies or analysis on how address biodiversity in impact assessment.

Country

Date of Ratification

Belize

30/12/93

Costa Rica

26/08/94

El Salvador

08/09/04

Guatemala

10/07/95

Honduras

31/07/95

Nicaragua

20/11/95

Panamá

17/01/95

All Central American Countries are Parties of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CDB).  This international instrument on article 14 requires to the Contracting Parties as far as possible Party, as far as possible and as appropriate to introduce appropriate procedures requiring environmental impact assessment of its proposed projects that are likely to have significant adverse effects on biological diversity with a view to avoiding or minimizing such effects and, where appropriate, allow for public participation in such procedures. Building on this obligation and on the stated of the art of the region, we propose to elaborate an Analysis of situation on Biodiversity and EIA en the Central America Region.

This analysis will help IUCN and the governments of the region to have a better understanding of  the relation between Biodiversity and EIA and also will give the basics for a IUCN to prepare a project proposal to work on the subject in the near future.
Relation with IAIA-CBBIA  

The analysis of the situation of Biodiversity in EIA will help the CBBIA project to promote the capacity of the region on the understanding of the importance of this relation.

The propose work will also address the CBBIA objective of supporting developing countries to further develop instruments for incorporating biodiversity into Impact Assessment.
3b Objectives

· Strengthen the knowledge on Biodiversity and Impact Assessment in the Central America Region.

· Obtain the basics to initiate a long-term process on how to address biodiversity in EIA in Central America.

3c Approaches and methods

For the Analysis of on what is the Central American situation in relation to the integration of biodiversity in environmental impact assessment the following procedures will be followed:

Collection of all Central American regulations on EIA (seven countries)

Collection of all Biodiversity related Laws (seven Countries)

Interview of at least 3 EIA Directors in Central America

A Comparative Analysis of regulation among countries

Analysis of one case study (Costa Rica)

Recommendations taking into consideration article 14 of the CDB

For the Project Proposal:

Using the information of the proposed analysis a proposal on how to continue the strengthening of the integration of biodiversity in impact basement will be prepare. UICN will look for funding to continue working in this area at regional level as way to strengthen the work of IAIA and the CBBIA Project.  

3d Expected outputs and results (clear deliverables should be identified)

· An analysis on what is the Central American situation in relation to the integration of biodiversity in environmental impact assessment.

· A project proposal on how to integrate biodiversity in EIA.




	4. Details of costings and funding requirements 

Short Term Assistant $ 1500

Project Offices $4500

Travel expenses $2000

Materials $1000

IUCN Communications $1000

Amount sought from the CBBIA project $10 000



	5. Names and addresses of two referees:  At least one referee should be from a different place of work to the applicant.  Referees must send their statements to IAIA before the closing date.  Applicants should give the referees details of the proposal.

Mauricio Castro Salazar

IAIA Member

mauricio.castro@att.net

Enrique Lahmann

Regional Director

IUCN Mesoamerica

enrique.lahmann@iucn.org



	6. Details of other applications (with addresses where appropriate), together with sums sought or awarded, for this proposal.

-



	7. Brief curriculum vitae (qualifications, employment) for main proposer:

Grethel Aguilar is a Costa Rican Lawyer graduated from the Universidad Autónoma de Centro America, with studies  on International Law and a Doctor Degree in Environmental Law from the University of Alicante, Spain.
She is  the Vice-Chair for Mesoamerica of the Commission on Environmental Law of the World Conservation Union (IUCN). Between 1992 /2004 she has work as a consultant on Environmental Law for different organization as United Nations Environment  Programme, The World Conservation Union (IUCN), The Nature Conservancy,The Central American Commission on Development and Environment (CCAD), The Ramsar Convention, The government of the Netherlands, the government of Norway. The United States Agency for International Cooperation, Intergovernmental Panel on Forest IPF/UN, Global Water Partnership (GWP).  Her most relevant areas of work are Biodiversity related to Intellectual property Rights access to genetic resources, benefit sharing arrangements, Water laws related with Wetlands policies and Laws, International Conventions, and Environmental Impact Assessment.

Also between 1990-1992 Executive Director Costa Rican Association for the Protection of the River. In 1994 –1996. Program Director.(USA/AID) and the Environmental Law Center of the Program named: Regulation for the Sustainable Management of Forest (Legal Area). Between 2001-2004 Director of the Central American Project for the Strengthening of EIA in Central America (IUCN-CCAD).

She has been key actor on the Law Drafting process of the Law on Environmental Impact Assessments of Costa Rica (1992), 2004, EIA Law Guatemala (2003), the Costa Rica Wetlands Law 1996, Costa Rica water law in 2002 and the Nicaragua Biodiversity Law 2002. Some recent Articles and Publications are: Public Participation and Dams in Latin America,1999. Public Participation and EIA, 2004. EIA in Central America, 2003.



	10.Declaration:I certify that the proposal to which this application refers is not supported through any initiatives other than those listed in ‘6’ (above). I confirm that the results of the work undertaken will be the property of the CBBIA. I also confirm my understanding that acceptance of a grant will imply a requirement for the proposed work to comply with the financial, monitoring and evaluation requirements of the CBBIA Program.

Signature:  Grethel Aguilar Rojas

EIA Project Coordinator 
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IUCN/ Mesoamerica                                                                                                    Date: September 30th, 2004.




	FOR CBBIA USE


	Received/Acknowledged


	SC: Date / Decision
	Amount awarded
	Report/due


� CCAD. Central America in the World Summit on Sustainable Development. Our environmental commitment.  San Jose, Costa Rica. November 2002.


� The Regional Plan for the Strengthening of EIA in Central America was approved by the Council of Ministers of the Central American Commission on Environmental and Development (as Regional Entity) in July 2002.





