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Health Impact Assessment in the New Thai

Constitution

Thailand’s new constitu-
tion was passed following
the country’s first referen-
dum held on Sunday 19
August 2007. The consti-
tution has far-reaching
implications for HIA's use
in Thailand.

Decharut Sukkumnoed,
Director of the Thai
Healthy Public Policy
Foundation, has provided
this translation of the
relevant sections of the
constitution:

Ben Harris-Roxas and Decharut Sukkumnoed

Section 67(2)

"Any projects and activi-
ties, which may cause
serious impacts on the
environment, natural
resources, and health,
cannot be done without
conducting an impact
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A Thai man casts his vote on the constitutional referendum

Upcoming HIA Events

8th International HIA
Conference

Dublin 16-17 Oct 2007
With over 14 speakers
and introductory and
advanced pre-conference
workshops this promises
to be an interesting
conference.

HIA2007 South East
Asia & Oceania HIA
Conference

Sydney 7-9 Nov 2007
Brings together HIA
practitioners from across

the Asia Pacific for the
first time, with over 100
delegates registered so
far.

IAIAO8

Perth 4-10 May 2008
The IAIAQ8 conference
isn’t until next year but the
call for abstracts will be
circulated in the next
month. Start planning
your visit to Australia now!

Ben Harris-Roxas
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The outcomes
suggest that a re-
orientation of HIA
is necessary in
order to mobilise
other sectors to
prevent or
mitigate public
health problems.
Marleen Bekker
proposes an
interaction-
oriented,
reflective design
and a new

definition of HIA.
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Health Impact Assessment in the New Thai

Constitution Cont.

assessment on environ-
ment quality and the
health of the population in
the local community and
organising a public
hearing process for
affected people and
stakeholders. Moreover,
these projects and activi-
ties cannot be started
without comment from
independent organisa-
tions, which are com-
prised of environmental
and health NGOs, and the
representatives from
higher education institutes

which provide education
on environment, natural
resources, and health."

Section 67(3)

"The rights of local people
to sue against any govern-
mental organisations in
order to make them follow
the previous principle [i.e.
section 67(2)] will be
protected by this constitu-
tion."

The constitution's provi-
sions for HIA's use follows
the Thai National Health
Act B.E. 2550 (2007) that

was proclaimed on the 9th
of March, which allows
Thai people the right to
demand a HIA be con-
ducted and to participate
in the HIA process.

The interpretation and
implementation of these
provisions in the constitu-
tion and the National
Health Act are still being
determined. I'm sure HIA
practitioners will follow
developments in Thailand
with considerable interest.

New HIA Book: The Politics of Health Policies
Redesigning Health Impact Assessment to integrate health

in public policy

On 12 September Marleen
Bekker, HIA section
member and former editor
of the HIA Quarterly,
presented her research on
the relationship between
Health Impact
Assessment and public
policy at Erasmus
University in Rotterdam.

Public health issues, such
as obesity, lung disease
from air pollution or
mental health complaints
from living in an unsafe
neighbourhood, are
complex, intractable policy
problems. The causes are
dispersed at the individual
and the collective level
among different sectors.
One strategy to integrate
health in other sectors’
policies for developing
effective and cooperative
policy solutions is to
provide evidence through
health impact assessment
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New HIA Book: The Politics of Health Policies Cont.

(HIA) of proposed policies
and projects. Despite
fifteen years of HIA
practice, policymakers
and academics
nevertheless continue to
express concern about its
effectiveness.

In The Politics of Healthy
Policies a conceptual and
empirical analysis is
presented of the role of
HIA in policy
development. Marleen
Bekker identifies different
uses and purposes HIAs,
including for indicating
societal problems and
democratic deficits from a
governance perspective.

She suggests that the
technical design of HIA to
assess causes and effects
insufficiently addresses
the political and normative
issues of cooperation
without institutional
requirements or
incentives.

Four Dutch HIA case
studies of national and
local policies are
analysed, including a
game simulation of health
advocacy without HIA.
The outcomes suggest
that a re-orientation of HIA
is necessary in order to
mobilise other sectors to
prevent or mitigate public

health problems. Marleen
Bekker proposes an
interaction-oriented,
reflective design and a
new definition of HIA. The
book is especially relevant
to HIA practitioners and
health policymakers at
different governmental
levels. Many of the
implications are highly
relevant to other forms of
impact assessment as
well.

Marleen Bekker is a
Research Fellow at the
Institute of Health Policy
and Management at
Erasmus MC, Rotterdam,
the Netherlands.

Health Impact Assessment in Urban Settings

Special Issue of New South Wales
Public Health Bulletin

A new issue of the New
South Wales Public
Health Bulletin is now
available. The issue
focuses on HIA in urban
settings and describes the
contribution HIA can make
to sustainable urban
growth by establishing
health as a core outcome.
The issue has nineteen
articles on urban planning
and HIA, including nine
HIA case studies.

Health Impact Assess-
ment in Urban Settings
(Special Issue)

Volume 18, Number 9-10,
2007

www.publish.csiro.au/
nid/226/issue/4093.htm

Articles
HIA in Urban Settings

Health impact assess-
ment in urban settings
(editorial)

Patrick Harris, Ben Hatrris-
Roxas and Lynn Kemp

Influencing urban
environments for health:
NSW Health's response
Sarah Thackway, Andrew
Milat and Elizabeth
Develin

International perspective
on health impact
assessment in urban
settings

Salim Vohra

Health impacts of urban
development: key
considerations

Anthony Capon

A planner's perspective
on the health impacts of

NSW PUBLICHEALTH BULL

Heakh inpaT sesrmeniin orkan iveg

Ben Harris-Roxas

“The issue...
describes the
contribution HIA

can make to

[ETRYSSIEE

sustainable urban
growth by
establishing
health as a core

outcome”

Health Impact Assessment in
Urban Settings Special Issue

www.publish.csiro.au/nid /226 /
issue/4093.htm
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“The overall aim
of He Korowai
Oranga [Maori
Health Strategy]
is whanau ora:
Maori families
supported to
achieve their
maximum health

and wellbeing.”
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urban settings
Susan Thompson

Learning by doing: the
value of case studies of
health impact assessment
Ben Harris-Roxas and
Patrick Harris

HIA Case Studies
Bungendore health impact
assessment: urban
development in a rural
setting

Andrew Gow, Lorraine
Dubois

An equity-focussed social
impact assessment of the
Lower Hunter Regional
Strategy

Venessa Wells, Karen
Gillham, Milly Licata and
Anne Kempton

Greater Granville
Regeneration Strategy
Kay Tennant and
Christine Newman

A health impact
assessment of the
Liverpool Hospital
redevelopment
Michelle Maxwell

Rapid versus intermediate
health impact assessment
of foreshore development
plans

Susan Furber, Erica Gray,
Ben Harris-Roxas, Leonie
Neville, Carolyn Dews and
Sarah Thackway

Health and social impact
assessment of the South
East Queensland
Regional Plan (2005
2026)

Kate Copeland and
Andrea Young

Lessons in applying health
impact assessment to
regeneration schemes:
the Victorian experience
Jessica McCormick

Greater Christchurch Draft
Urban Development
Strategy 2005

Anna Stevenson, Karen
Banwell and Ramon Pink

Health impact assess-
ments in London:
assessing the London
Mayoral strategies
Caron Bowen

Reflections on HIA in
Urban Settings

An overview of the
regulatory planning
system in New South
Wales: identifying points
of intervention for health
impact assessment and
consideration of health
impacts

Patrick Harris, Ben Harris-
Roxas and Elizabeth
Harris

Building health impact
assessment capacity as a
lever for healthy public
policy in urban planning
Jenny Hughes and Lynn
Kemp

Channelling Edwin
Chadwick: beyond utopian
thinking in urban planning
policy and health

Stephen Corbett

Health impact assessment
and urbanisation. Lessons
from the NSW HIA Project
Patrick Harris, Ben Harris-
Roxas, Elizabeth Harris
and Lynn Kemp

New Zealand’s Whanau Ora Maori Health Impact
Assessment Policy Tool

The New Zealand Ministry
of Health has released a
HIA policy tool with a
focus on impacts on
Maori. From the tool:

“The overall aim of He
Korowai Oranga [Maori
Health Strategy] is
whanau ora: Maori
families supported to
achieve their maximum
health and wellbeing.
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..the Whanau Ora HIA
looks at whanau ora as an
aim and emphasises
determinants of health
that are known to have a
particular impact on
Maori.”

http://www.moh.govt.nz/
moh.nsf/pagesmh/6022/
$File/whanau-ora-hia-
2007.pdf

Whinau Ora Heallh
Impact Assessment

Whanau Ora HIA



Health Impact Assessment Quarterly

New Centre for Health Impact Assessment Launched

The Institute of Occupa-
tional Medicine (IOM),
based in the UK, has set
up a new Centre for
Health Impact Assess-
ment (CHIA) to take for-
ward its work on environ-
mental and occupational
health and wellbeing.

The vision of CHIA is to
be an international Centre
of Excellence for:

1. HIA theory and practice

2. Evidence-based analy-
sis of the impacts of
policies and pro-
grammes on health

IOMO),

3. Understanding the
wider determinants of
health and wellbeing

4. Healthy urban planning
and development

5. Tackling environmental
and health inequalities

For more information on
the work of the Centre and
opportunities for collabo-
rative working please con-
tact:

Social Capital Indicators in the UK

A report on social capital
indicators in the UK was
recently prepared for the
Commission for Racial
Equality by Ben Cave As-
sociates. The report may
be of interest to IA and
HIA practitioners who in-
clude consideration of so-
cial capital in their work.

www.cre.gov.uk/research/
socialcapital.html

Background

Social capital is a concept
that is both contested and
often indistinctly defined. It
runs throughout discus-
sions about social cohe-
sion and the integration of
deprived and minority
groups who are socially
excluded from relations
with mainstream society.

The report theorises that
social capital is a network-
based process that can
generate both positive and

negative outcomes
through social norms and
trust, and that these are
shaped at the societal,
neighbourhood and indi-
vidual level.

The research project had
three main objectives:

e Understand the avail-
able data sources un-
derpinning social capi-
tal indicators in the UK;

e Provide clear informa-
tion about available
data sources underpin-
ning social capital indi-
cators in the USA

e Understand the extent
to which UK data can
reliably map onto indi-
cators in the USA

The ability to measure
social capital will, in the-
ory, allow policy-makers to
gauge levels of social co-
hesion and integration in

Salim Vohra

Dr Salim Vohra

Director

Centre for Health Impact
Assessment

Institute of Occupational
Medicine

Mob: +44 (0)7 980 728
814

Tel: +44 (0) 208 537
3491/2

Fax: +44 (0) 208 537
3493

Email: salim.vohra@iom-
world.org

Web: www.iom-world.org

Ben Cave

Social capilal indicabara in the UK

& Earch e s
Eorrinnlen for Racial Equalty

Firad Bypnrt by Rin Cows Amasclviosn Lad
Juma 2087
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Social Capital Inidicators in
the UK

www.cre.gov.uk /research/
socialcapital.html

neighbourhoods and com-
munities. This will in turn
suggest ways in which
policies might be adapted
to nurture and strengthen
integration and social co-
hesion.
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“The ability to
measure social
capital will, in
theory, allow
policy-makers to
gauge levels of
social cohesion
and integration in
neighbourhoods

and communities.”



“Social capital
analysis can
assist us in
understanding,
and therefore
supporting, those
factors which can
drive society
down the path
towards

integration.”

Health Impact Assessment Quarterly

Social Capital Indicators in the UK Cont.

What did the report rec-
ommend?

The main recommenda-
tion of this report is that
the Commission for Racial
Equality should work to-
wards the development of
indicators of bonding and
bridging social capital at
individual and community
level.

Social capital analysis can
assist us in understand-
ing, and therefore support-
ing, those factors which
can drive society down the
path towards integration.
However, in order to do
so, it is essential that the
UK develops methods of
measurement to:

e assess the make-up of
social capital networks;
and

e go beyond national
samples towards more
embedded means of
assessment which al-

low analysis to relate
findings to specific so-
cial contexts.

The report also recom-
mends building on the
work done to date in the
UK, by using the Office for
National Statistics’ Harmo-
nised Question Set as a
basis to which further indi-
cators can be added.

The Commission for Ra-
cial Equality should work
with other interested
agencies, such as the
Home Office and other
government departments,
and in collaboration with
the UK Office for National
Statistics, to develop such
indicators and conduct the
surveys that will carry
them.

It should also seek to
broaden its list of partners
in this project further, by
reaching out to UK aca-
demic communities which
have an interest in this

field, such as the social
change initiative carried
out at Manchester Univer-
sity and Harvard Univer-
sity, or the Leverhulme
Programme on Migration
and Citizenship.

The Commission for
Racial Equality has three
main duties:

e to work towards the
elimination of racial
discrimination and
promote equality of
opportunity

e to encourage good
relations between
people from different
racial and ethnic
backgrounds

e to monitor the Race
Relations Act

Social Capital: A Primer

reciprocity

Definition: Social networks, trust,

= Core insight: Social networks have value
for individuals and for communities.

= Social capital comes in many forms. not
all fungible, and can be used for pro-
social or anti-social purposes.

Page 6

Slide explaining social capital
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Wacky HIAs

HIAs of free newspapers and public spitting

I'd love to someone to do
a HIA on free newspa-
pers.

In London we now have at
least four newspapers
everyday that are given
away at tube stations, rail-
way stations and major
bus stops. We have the
Metro, the London Paper,
London Lite and the City
AM.

From a sustainability per-
spective this is unsupport-
able as all that paper is
junked mostly in regular
bins and not recycled.
Worse from a public
health and environmental
perspective the is a huge
amount of litter and haz-
ard created by people
throwing these papers in
streets and inside sta-
tions.

And yet, free newspapers
through their provision of
news, ideas, information,
entertainment and gossip
do generate some form of
social capital, social inclu-
sion and civic engage-
ment.

The question therefore is
how to keep the positives
and reduce the negatives?

I'd also love someone to
do a HIA on public spit-
ting. Every day as | com-
mute into central London |
see spit and people spit-
ting. On the streets, inside

Free newspapers in Utrecht

tube stations, on the plat-
forms and on buses.

Okay, so public spitting in
strict public health terms
probably isn't so bad in a
country like the UK, where
infectious disease levels
are low and yet there are
social, civic and cultural
effects from this. Spitting
in public shows a disre-
gard both for public
spaces and for the people
who use them. Or maybe
I'm just getting old and
taking things too seriously.

What do you think of my
ideas? What novel and
wacky HIAs would you like
to carry out, or have car-
ried out, if you had the

http://tinyurl.com/2qj4dy

Contribute to the
chance? discussion online at

Image: driek

What novel and
wacky HIAs
would you like to
carry out if you

had the chance?
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New Asia Pacific HIA Listserv

A meeting of HIA
practitioners from across
the Asia Pacific region
was held during the last
IAIA conference in Seoul.
It was decided during the
meeting that there was a
need for an email
discussion list to facilitate
information exchange
across the region.

| have established an Asia
Pacific HIA Email List,
hosted by the University of
New South Wales. The list
currently has 261
subscribers from 19
countries, making it the
largest email list for HIA
practitioners globally.

If you would like to join the
list please send an email
to majordomo@
explode.unsw.edu.au with

Photo Credits

Images reproduced
under Creative Commons
licences.

Social Capital Slide by
jem
www.flickr.com/photos/
jemstone /54658766 /

Free papers by driek
www.flickr.com/photos/
driek/520001635/

Page 8

s ke
@ proeds 3 ul".\.fll‘tlllh

"subscribe hia-seao" as
the body of the email
(further details below).

Members

This list is intended for
practitioners and those
with an interest in health
impact assessment from
across the Asia Pacific
region.

Purpose

To provide an mecha-
nisms for information
exchange and networking
across the Asia Pacific
region.

To Subscribe

Send an email to
majordomo@
explode.unsw.edu.au with
"subscribe hia-seao"as
the body of the email.

Saanh hoe En

Ben Harris-Roxas

To Unsubscribe

Send an email to

major-
domo@explode.unsw.edu
.au with "unsubscribe hia-
seao"as the body of the
email.

To Send an Email to the
List

Send your email to hia-
seao@explode.unsw.edu.
au

More Information

For more information on
the Asia Pacific listserv,
as well as other email
lists, please go to
www.hiaconnect.edu.au/
asia_pacific_HIA listserv.
htm

International Association for
Impact Assessment

| Upcoming conference
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Ben Harris-Roxas

UNSW Research Centre for
Primary Health Care & Equity

Phone: +61 2 93850118
Fax +61 2 9385 0140
Email: b.harris-roxas@
unsw.edu.au

]
Published

something?

Let us know!

Journal Watch: Reports, articles and websites

Reports

Campbell S, Benita S,
Coates E, Davies P, Penn
G (2007) Analysis for Pol-
icy: Evidence-based policy
in practice, Government
Social Research Unit, HM
Treasury: London. ISBN 9
7818 4532 3035
WWW.gsr.gov.uk/
downloads/resources/
pu256_160407.pdf

Hovland | (2007) Making a
Difference: Monitoring and
evaluation of policy re-
search, Overseas Devel-
opment Institute: London.
ISBN 9 7808 5003 8484
www.odi.org.uk/
publications/
working_papers/
wp281.pdf

Labonté R, Blouin C, Cho-
pra M, Lee K, Packer C,
Rowson M, et al. (2007)
Towards Health-Equitable
Globalisation: Rights,
Regulation and Redistri-
bution, Institute of Popula-
tion Health, University of
Ottawa: Ottawa.
www.who.int/
social_determinants/
resources/
gkn_report_06_2007.pdf

Menzies T (2007) Reflec-
tions on the Ways HIA can
be Made Most Useful to
Local Government in
NSW, UNSW Research
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Centre for Primary Health
Care and Equity: Sydney.
www.hiaconnect.edu.au/
files/

HIA _and_Local _Governm
ent.pdf

NSW Health (2007
Healthy People NSW: Im-
proving the health of the
population, NSW Health:
Sydney.
www.health.nsw.gov.au/
pubs/2007/

healthy _people.html

Thomas J, Harden A
(2007) Methods for the
Thematic Synthesis of
Qualitative Research in
Systematic Reviews,
ESRC National Centre for
Research Methods: Lon-
don. www.ncrm.ac.uk/
publications/

WorkingPa-
pers/2007/1007_JTAHthe
matic_synthesis.pdf

WA Department of Health
(2007) Health Impact As-
sessment in WA Discus-
sion Paper, Western Aus-
tralia Department of
Health: Perth.
www.health.wa.gov.au/
envirohealth/planning/
docs/
Health_Impact_Assessme
nt_in_ WA Discussion_Pa
per.pdf

1AIA
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Journal Articles

Corburn J (2007) Recon-
necting with our Roots:
American urban planning
and public health in the
twenty-first century, Urban
Affairs Review, 42(5): 688
-713.
doi:10.1177/10780874062
96390

Cromar N (2007) Using
Health Risk Assessment
in the Development of
Guidelines for Recrea-
tional Coastal Waters,
Public Health Bulletin
South Australia, 4(2): 4-6.
Accessed 27 August
2007.
www.health.sa.gov.au/
pehs/publications/0707-
PHB-water-vol4-no2.pdf

Freudenberg N, Ruglis J
(2007) Reframing School
Dropout as a Public
Health Issue, Preventing
Chronic Disease, 4(4) Ac-
cessed 22 September
2007. www.cdc.gov/pcd/
issues/2007/
oct/07_0063.htm

Jay S, Jones C, Slinn P,
Wood C (2007) Environ-
mental Impact Assess-
ment; Retrospect and
prospect, Environmental
Impact Assessment Re-
view, 27(4): 287-300. Ac-
cessed 7 May 2007,
doi:10.1016/
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j-eiar.2006.12.001.

Nooteboom S (2007) Im-
pact assessment proce-
dures for sustainable de-
velopment: A complexity
theory perspective, Envi-
ronmental Impact Assess-
ment Review, 27(7): 645-
665. doi:10.1016/
j-eiar.2007.05.006

Starfield B (2007 Path-
ways of Influence on Eq-
uity in Health, Social Sci-
ence & Medicine, 64(7):
1355-1362. Accessed 21
May 2007, doi:10.1016/
j-socscimed.2006.11.02
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Websites

Faculté de Médecine
(2007) Etude d'Impact sur
la Santé/ Health Impact
Assessment: Introductory
online course, Université
Laval: Quebec City, ac-
cessed 30 September
2007.
machaon.fmed.ulaval.ca/
medecine/hia’home.asp

School of Primary Health
Care (2007)
SHIA@Monash, Monash
University: Melbourne,
accessed 30 September
2007.
www.med.monash.edu.au
/healthsci/shia-monash/
index.html

1AIA
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Ben Cave
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Suphakij Nuntavorakarn
suphakijn@yahoo.com
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Email b.harris-
roxas@unsw.edv.au
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HIA Section Member List

Balsam Ahmad

University of Newcastle Upon
Tyne, UK

Balsam.Ahmad@newcastle.ac.uk

Reiner Banken
Quebec, Canada

reiner.banken@aetmis.gouv.qc.c
a

Marleen Bekker
Erasmus MC, The Netherlands

m.bekker@erasmusmc.nl

Martin Birley
BirleyHIA
martin@birleyhia.co.uk

Grace Blau

Victorian Council of Social Ser-
vices, Australia

grace.blau@vcoss.org.au

Paul Boelens

Sakhalin Energy Investment Com-
pany
paul.boelens@sakhalinenergy.ru

Alan Bond
University of East Anglia, UK

alan.bond@uea.ac.uk

Robert Bos
WHO, Switzerland
bosr@who.int

Lea den Broeder

Research Institute on Health and
the Environment, the Netherlands

lea.den.broeder@rivm.nl
Andrew Buroni

RPS, UK

buronia@rpsgroup.com
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Ben Cave
Ben Cave Associates, UK

ben.cave @totalise.co.uk

Craig Dalton

Hunter New England Area
Health Service, Australia

craig.dalton@bhunter.health.nsw.
gov.au

Mark DeBello

Sakhalin Energy Investment Com-
pany
mark.debello@sakhalinenergy.r
U

Carlos Dora
WHO, Switzerland
dorac@who.int

Rungrojcharoenkit Duangjai

Health Systems Research Insti-
tute, Thailand

jaiko17@yahoo.com

Alison Eisinger
Public Health - Seattle & King
County, USA

alison.eisinger@metriokc.gov

Peter Furu

DBL - Institute for Health Re-
search and Development, Den-
mark

pfuru@dblnet.dk

Sombat Haesakul
HPP-HIA Program, Thailand

sombatsh@yahoo.com

Betty Hansen

Ecosystems International, Can-
ada

ecosystm@echo-on.net
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Patrick Harris

CPHCE, University of New South
Wales, Australia

patrick.harris@unsw.edu.au

Ben Harris-Roxas

CPHCE, University of New South
Wales, Australia

b.harris-roxas@unsw.edu.au

Nusaraporn Kessomboon
Khon Kaen University, Thailand
nustat2@hotmail.com

Anne Knol

Research Institute on Health and
the Environment, the Netherlands

anne.knoll@rivm.nl

Roy Kwiatkowski
Health Canada, Canada
roy_kwiatkowski@hc-sc.gc.ca

Teresa Lavin
Institute for Public health in Ire-
land, Ireland

teresa.lavin@publichealth.ie

Murray Lee
Habitat Health Impact Consult-
ing, Canada

murray @habitatcorp.com

Juhani Lehto
University of Tampere, Finland

juhani.lehto@uta.fi

Mary Mahoney

Gloscat/University of Glouces-
tershire /University of the West
of England, UK

mary.mahoney@gloscat.ac.uk

Mark McCarthy
UCL, UK

m.mccarthy @ucl.ac.uk
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Dian McClymont-Peace
Health Canada, Canada

diane_mcclymont-peace @hc-
sc.gc.ca

Jennifer Mindell,
University College London, UK
j-mindell@ucl.ac.uk

Ashley Muir

Chevron Energy Technology
Company, USA
amui@chevron.com

Suphakij Nuntavorakarn

Healthy Public Policy Foundation,
Thailand

suphakijn@yahoo.com

Marla Orenstein
Habitat Health Impact Consult-
ing, Canada

marla@habitatcorp.com

Whiput Phoolcharoon

Healthy Public Policy Foundation,
Thailand

wiput@hstri.or.th

Sang Pyo-Hong
Korea

sphong@chongju.ac.kr

Rob Quigley
Quigley and Watts Ltd,
New Zealand

rob@quigleyandwatts.co.nz

Nuntana Sabrum

Healthy Public Policy Foundation,
Thailand

nuntana@hpp-hia.or.th
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