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From the section’s chairs:

Health Section Plan IAIA 2005

Introduction

The time to start planning your visit to the IAIA annual conference has come! This year’s conference will take place in beautiful Boston. The central theme of the conference will be ‘Ethics & Quality’. We hope that the topic and location of the conference will inspire many of those who wish to submit abstracts.

Abstracts

You can submit your abstract on-line on the IAIA web page www.iaia.org. As usual in the IAIA health stream, we will try to plan the papers into thematic sessions, according to their content. A preliminary health stream program is printed below. 

Interdisciplinarity 

The IAIA Health section strongly supports interdisciplinary communication and co-operation within IAIA. This is being accommodated in the theme forums which have been very successful in 2004. Besides this we support a combined HIA and EIA/SEA training course.

Principles and Practice of HIA

The development process of a Principles and Practice of HIA paper is well on the way. A session is planned for the health section and any other interested participants to discuss this paper, co-ordinated by Carlos Dora of the WHO.

Wanted: chairs and rapporteurs

We need a chair and a rapporteur for each session. Volunteers for these tasks are very welcome! Of course you will be provided with the abstracts of the papers presented in ‘your’ session, as well as contact details of the authors. Feel like helping out? Send an e-mail to: lea.den.broeder@rivm.nl 


Lea den Broeder and Suphakij Nuntavorakarn

Abstract for IAIA preliminary program

Health Impact Assessment looks at the health consequences of projects, programmes and policies from other sectors. These can be positive or negative, and often a project or programme may cause both health gain and damage. As a population’s health is shaped by physical and  social factors there are clear interfaces with other types of IA, such as SEA, EIA or SIA. Integrated approaches are therefore a specific point of interest for the health stream at IAIA ’05.

HIA is also carried out as a separate exercise, for instance in assessing health effects of governmental or municipal programmes on topics as different as transport, education, tax systems, and housing.

The Health stream welcomes all abstracts related to HIA both as integrative approaches or as a ‘stand-alone’ exercise. A specific topic of interest is the IAIA conference theme of this year: ethics. Other topics may be: evaluating HIA, policy and planning, tools and procedures and any other issue. 

Abstracts topical sessions

Ethics in HIA
The theme of IAIA'04 is 'Ethics and Quality'. For this session, presenters are invited to submit papers relating to the role of ethics in HIA. Topics may be very different ranging from the ethical use of evidence to working with marginalised groups, and to health inequalities and equity matters. The aim of the session is to give a broad overview of relevant questions regarding ethics and HIA

HIA evaluation

Evaluation of HIA is a way to assess an HIA's quality and effectiveness, as well as a way to improve the quality of future HIA work. At IAIA '04 a workshop about evaluation took place in the health stream. This year authors are invited to submit abstracts building on the results of that workshop. Papers about concrete examples of evaluation work in HIA are especially welcomed.

Tools and procedures for HIA

Like in other years, tools and procedures in HIA will be a topic in the HIA stream of IAIA '05. Practical examples are welcomed as much as papers from a more theoretical point of view. Special topics of interest will be integrated tools, e.g. EIA and HIA or SEA and HIA, and tools as a means of enhancing HIA quality.

Policy and planning: HIA

Health Impact Assessment has, besides its technical specificities, also aspects relating to policy and planning. In this session these aspects are central, e.g. how to assess the expected effectiveness of an HIA in terms of influencing a policy, or forms and ways of institutionalisation of HIA. 

Principles and practice of HIA

In this session the position paper about 'principles and practice of HIA' will be discussed. The paper provides answers to questions such as: What is HIA? How should the quality of HIA be guaranteed? What values and (ethical) standards are basic to HIA? Participants are invited to read the paper beforehand.

Suggested schedule for health sessions at the conference

	Time/date
	Session number
	Title
	Leadchair

	
	1
	HIA kaleidoscope
	

	
	2
	HIA kaleidoscope
	

	
	3
	HIA kaleidoscope
	

	
	4
	Ethics in HIA
	

	
	5
	HIA evaluation
	

	
	6
	Tools and procedures
	

	
	7
	Policy and planning
	

	
	8
	Principles and practice of HIA
	

	
	9
	workshop
	

	
	10
	workshop
	


Martin Birley:

For the next conference I proposed 2 themes that reflected health interests but could be generalised and that also fit the conference theme: ethical use of evidence and inequality and impact assessment. The first theme won support from Reiner Banken and Jenny Mindell. We jointly wrote an abstract and it is posted on the conference website. The second one did not win support and so I dropped it as a theme forum idea. We would still like to see papers on it in the health section.

In order to make the theme forum really run we need a keynote speaker and sponsors. Sponsorship would enable us to pay the expenses of a keynote speaker and other extras like data projectors. More importantly still, we need people to offer their papers in the forum instead of the health section. The opportunities are great: you will hear what challenges face other types of IA when it comes to handling evidence. Perhaps they have solved the problems with which  HIA is still struggling?

So get your thinking caps on, as we say in England.

From Lorraine Taylor:

Evaluation of health impact assessment learning from practice workshops 

The HDA organised a series of learning from practice workshops to trial a

particular method of translating HIA evidence and knowledge into practice.

The workshops aimed to support and develop practice in HIA through the use of a learning from practice approach, and share learning and good practice about HIA. This study sought to evaluate the HDA's series of workshops on HIA and resources, and their impact on practitioners. 

ISBN: 184279258X 

Free (web only) - order info 

Published: 05/07/2004 

http://www.hda-online.org.uk/documents/hia_practice_workshops.pdf
Using a learning from practice style to help practitioners improve health

impact assessment 

This bulletin summarises the learning from practice work programme, provides information on how the process was undertaken for specific HIAs and makes suggestions for how the overall approach may be improved. 

ISBN: 1842792598 

Free - order info 

Published: 28/04/2004 

http://www.hda-online.org.uk/documents/learning_from_practice.pdf
From Peter Furu:

At this year’s World Water Congress and Exhibition of the International Water Association (IWA) held in September 2004 in Marrakech, Morocco, the Water, Sanitation and Health Unit of the World Health Organization (WHO) hosted a Workshop on “Human Health in Water Resources Development and Management” where Health Impact Assessment was an important thematic element of the programme. Addressing an audience of primarily water sector professionals, WHO had the opportunity to update the sector on important programme areas relevant to the theme of water and health. Following a key-note address by Jamie Bartram (WHO/WSH) on “Water and Health: the challenge of matching two cross-cutting themes in the Millennium Development Goals”, the HIA session of the one-day workshop had presentations on HIA of Water Resources Development (Robert Bos, WHO/WSH), an HIA case study on the Nam Theun II Dam in Lao PDR (Juerg Ützinger, Swiss Tropical Institute), Capacity Building in HIA (Peter Furu, Danish Bilharziasis Laboratory) and Launch of the HIA Guidelines for the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region (Raki Zghondi, WHO/CEHA). Other themes of the day included the burden of water-related disease, sanitation and waste water use and launch of new drinking water quality guidelines. Details of the objectives and programme of the complete Water and Health Workshop can be found at: 
http://www.iwa2004marrakech.com/templates/Conferences/Marrakech/programme.aspx?objectid=117199&day=115984&stream=116015&session=192008&type=12&dmenu=True&smenu=True       
 
From Paul Boelens

I would like to share with you an HIA paper we recently prepared for the SPE HSE Conference in Calgary. 
See also; http://www.sakhalinenergy.com/about/abt_eshia.asp
From Marleen Bekker:

Last week, the 6th UK & Ireland Conference on Health Impact Assessment: participation, policy and practice took place in Birmingham, UK. About 160 participants visited the conference, organized by the HIA Research Unit of Birmingham University (Jayne Parry in cooperation with John Kemm). It was again impressive to see the amount of HIA done in the UK and Ireland. The debates in the sessions that I attended, included: equality in HIA, methodological development to build an evidence base, sociological vs. more positivist approaches to HIA, community empowerment as a basic principle of HIA or community engagement as a resource for HIA, and last but not least, the politics of HIA that become visible when evaluating the impact of HIA.

Within the next few weeks, abstracts and presentations will be published on the web:

http://www.publichealth.bham.ac.uk/hiaru/
HIA Quarterly

· Next issue: January 7th
· Deadline submissions: 

December 24th




The objective of HIA Quarterly is to keep the IAIA Health Section members up to date of members’ activities on a more regular basis than the annual Conference. In addition, HIA Quarterly will provide the opportunity to combine efforts in a particular area, such as the development of an HIA evaluation framework or a shared input at the annual Conference. HIA Quarterly is additional to the IAIA Newsletter and will not double print messages. It is a bottom-up initiative, which means that It’s success is highly dependent on your input. To keep your fellow members up to date of your work, HIA Quarterly only requires five minutes of your time!


HIA Quarterly will be issued on the 1st of March, June, October, December, and the deadline for submissions will be two weeks in advance. Please, keep messages short and add contact details. 


To post a message on the Health section’s listserv in between issues of the HIA Quarterly, send an email to � HYPERLINK "mailto:health@iaia.org" ��health@iaia.org�.
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