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IAIA Health Section News


Message from the Section coordinators

HIA Quarterly supports the HIA section

Every year during the IAIA conference we are impressed by the presentations concerning HIA. They show that HIA is a rapidly developing discipline both within and outside IAIA. We are surprised by many new approaches, evolving procedures and methods, useful tools. HIA is also a discipline that has a broad scope. A variety of sectors are being addressed, ranging from agriculture and industry to finance and employment. Moreover, some HIA concern policy, some projects or programmes; some are on a local level, and some national or even international.

It is always inspiring to witness this kaleidoscope of knowledge, views and experiences. 

Now we have a new way of keeping one another informed and inspired throughout the year: the HIA Quarterly. This initiative is also supportive to the HIA section: it provides space for discussion and exchange of ideas, which is useful while anticipating on the Annual Conference, and afterwards, by continuing debates started during the Conference. 

We are very glad to welcome this new initiative and hope that our section members will keep on contributing like they did to this first issue.

Lea den Broeder and Suphakij Nuntavorakarn
Message from the editor

Hereby I proudly present the first issue of the HIA Quarterly. Many of you have responded to my call. Therefore I would like to thank all the contributors for their input. Let’s keep up with each other!

Marleen Bekker

1. HIA principles 
From Carlos Dora
The World Health Organization has convened an expert group of impact assessment practitioners, commissioners, and users of impact assessment results, to prepare a paper that clarifies the principles, practices and definition of health impact assessment (HIA). 

The paper is based on mapping out activities described as HIA, the goals they serve, methods used and governance structures where they fit, as well as the theoretical basis of ongoing work. John Kemm from the UK National Health System Executive, Robert Quigley from New Zealand and Carlos Dora from WHO are doing the drafting and incorporating the many comments. 

A draft of the paper will be posted in the WHO and IAIA web pages for comments and discussed during an HIA stream session at the IAIA conference in Vancouver, on the 28 April 15:30 to 17 hours. The paper will also lead to a joint product with the IAIA Health Section
1. HIA resources

From Marleen Bekker:

Theme issue of Environmental Impact Assessment Review (2004, 24, 2) on Health Impact Assessment, directly retrievable from

www.sciencedirect.com. 

From Mary Mahoney

Announcement - Health Impact Assessment at Deakin University

Deakin University's Health Impact Assessment Unit has officially re-launched its website. The website is designed to provide a user-friendly resource for people wanting to learn more about health impact assessment and it highlights the work undertaken by the Deakin team.  The application of HIA to policy and planning is a new concept in Australia so the site provides a starting point for people who are interested in learning more. It also profiles the developmental work being undertaken in Victoria and New South Wales. Visitors to the site can access copies of publications, reports and presentations or details on where to access them.  It also provides links to international HIA sites. To visit the site go to: 

http://www.deakin.edu.au/hia
From Manon Penris

Database on intersectoral health policy in Dutch municipalities

Intersectoral health policy now is obligatory by law. Municipalities do not always know how to put this law into practice. A newly developed database in the Netherlands gives them information on:

· methods for intersectoral health policy

· the implementation of these methods in municipalities

· projects on intersectoral health policy

· bottle-necks and opportunities for intersectoral health policy

The database is being developed by: the Association of Local Authorities (VNG); the Association of Municipal Health Services in the Netherlands (GGD-Nederland); the National Institute for Public Health and the Environment (RIVM); the National Institute for Health Improvement and Disease Prevention (NIGZ); and TNO Prevention and Health.

2. HIA case reports

From Peter Furu

A report “Health Impact Assessment as a Tool in Development Planning – a study of current health problems and opportunities in agricultural development schemes in Malawi” (2003) is available from the author Peter Furu of the Danish Bilharziasis Laboratory or from the Nordic School of Public Health:

(administration@nhv.se).
From Lea den Broeder and Manon Penris

Regenerating districts and health in the Netherlands

The Dutch Ministry of the Interior and the Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sports have decided to give a (financial) impulse to municipalities that engage in regenerating deprived districts.

The Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sports emphasizes social restructuring and attention for health in regenerating districts. The project Team for Intersectoral Health Policy supports municipalities in seeking ways to involve health in regeneration. A few examples are:

· screening the regeneration plans for health relevance and conditions for improving health;

· advising municipalities on performing a stakeholder analysis;

· supporting them in developing a conference on health in regeneration.

From Nusaraporn  Kessomboon 

(Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Khon Kaen University, Thailand)
HIA : building bridges and frontier negotiation

One of the most common situations that public policy makers have to consistently deal with is conflict. Finding ways to handle and resolve it is crucial for maintaining morale and harmony especially in the mega project in developing countries.

Problems of underground potash mining in Udon Thani, northeastern part of Thailand is an example, in which HIA could be involved as part of a conflict management tool. Udon Thani potash mining project is an extremely large project. It faces increasing problems caused by fear among local villagers that underground potash deposits would contaminate surface and underground water resources with salinity, may negatively affect their livelihood, and finally affect the country as a whole.  We used HIA to promote agreement and understanding of the potash mining project in Udon Thani as well as to disseminate facts and information about the project to the public and the media.  The comprehensive HIA study is currently carried out by a team that comprises of various stakeholders such as provincial officers, community villagers and academic experts. It will be completed within at least three months.

Listening, encouraging open discussion and keeping everyone focused on the present situation – not only the negative impacts but also the positive side – are some of the best ways to move everyone’s mindset openly and honestly with each other. Info: Suphakij Nuntavorakarn.

3. HIA tool kit

From John Twigg

Methods for assessing hazard risks and the net benefits of mitigation

At the Benfield Hazard Research Centre, University College London, is part of a team engaged in a preliminary study of methods for incorporating natural hazard risks into the design of socio-economic development projects, particularly in developing countries. HIA is one of many methodologies included in the survey (others include vulnerability analysis, risk analysis, cost-benefit analysis, EIA and SIA). The work is being carried out for the ProVention Consortium (www.proventionconsortium.org): a group of international agencies seeking to reduce the impact on natural disasters on society. The study report will be published mid-2004. A second phase of methodological development and testing is under consideration.

From Peter Furu

The HIA training course manual: R. Bos, M. Birley, P. Furu & C. Engel (2003). Health Opportunities in Development” – A Course Manual on Developing Intersectoral Decision-making Skills in Support of Health Impact Assessment (two volumes + CD-ROM) was launched in 2003 and is available from the World Health Organization, Geneva 

(bookorders@who.int) or from the Danish Bilharziasis Laboratory, att. Peter Furu. The manual provides the framework and methodology to build capacity in the essential intersectoral functions that support a sound Health Impact Assessment. It also presents ready-to-use training materials and is accompanied by a CD-ROM with textbooks on HIA and related subjects, and slide sets on environmental management for health protection.
 

From Manon Penris

Developing a Checklist for HIA for municipalities in the Netherlands. 

In 2000 we developed the Checklist for HIA: an instrument used to select and analyse health relevant policy plans on the national level.

In 2002 and 2003 we tested the usability of the Checklist for HIA on local level. Two municipalities tried to apply the Checklist on:

· The expansion of an industrial complex in the city of Wageningen

· The restructuring of an old slaughterhouse area into a residential area in the city of Leiden.

Based on these experiences the Checklist was adapted and a manual was written. The manual gives a guideline to the use of the Checklist for HIA.

In this project, two other instruments for intersectoral health policy were also tested and developed: the Quick scan intersectoral health policy (by TNO Prevention and Health) and the Determinants policy screening (TNO Prevention and Health/National Institute for Public Health and the Environment). 

The Quick scan intersectoral policy gives the Municipal Council insight into the feasibility of intersectoral policy. It consists of three different factors: availability of evidence, instrumental feasibility and political-administrative feasibility

Determinants policy screening enables you to determine which policy sectors could contribute to reducing a given health problem. Starting from a given health problem, ‘determinants’ which can be influenced are determined. Subsequently those policy sectors are identified that could help to beneficially influence these determinants.
From Manon Penris

Developing a manual for building districts which enhance safety and physical activity

We developed a manual for building districts which enhance safety and physical activity. The manual gives 50 points of attention for healthy neighbourhoods. Also, it describes the process of involving health in designing a district. The manual is now tested in Hooghkamer, a district of the city of Voorhout that will be built in 2005-2006.

In 2003 a working group was installed. This group produced a stakeholder analysis. For each group of actors the working group decided on a communication strategy. The municipality wrote a Memorandum on Requirements for the new district. The working group screened the memorandum using the manual as a guidance and wrote a reaction for the municipality.

In the near future the working group will discuss healthy district planning with the town planner. Then the working group will screen the ultimate plan for Hooghkamer for health aspects and inform the city council on its findings.

From Lennert Veerman

I am currently in my second year of a PhD thesis on methods for quantitative HIA. My tutors are prof. Mackenbach and dr. Barendregt. Our main contribution will be in the field of life table models for outcome assessment (for those who know Jan Barendregt’s work: after the example of the Prevent model, though we’re also considering static models). At the moment we are testing the approach on an assessment of the possible health gains of reform of the EU Common Agricultural Policy on fruits and vegetables. We are also working on a review of methods for quantitative HIA, which proves a tedious matter but does take me to many different corners of the field, from (environmental) exposure assessment to the philosophy of the scientific method. 

From Marleen Bekker

Here is a quick report of the status of my PhD research. Its purpose is to provide HIA with tools to successfully influence policy makers to make healthy decisions. Currently I am working on the HIA on Dutch national Housing policy (2002), explaining the impact of the HIA on decision-making from a reconstruction of the policy process and the HIA process. It is fascinating to do so, comparing the stakeholders’ preferences and capacities, (inter)actions and institutional surroundings. At the IAIA Conference 2004, preliminary findings will be presented as an appetizer for the final report that is due in May.

4. HIA training

From Alan Bond

The World Health Organization has launched a project to map out, describe and analyse the existing training packages on health impact assessment, including with respect to their purpose, focus, methods covered (e.g. quantitative and/or qualitative), audiences (e.g. users of HIA results, doers of HIA) and about how they can help the implementation of HIAs and interpretation of HIA results for policy making.
The project also aims to gather existing HIA training materials with a view to developing a core training package ion HIA, with lecture notes, Powerpoint presentations etc. that build on the existing work and address gaps in training.

Alan Bond of the Programme for Interdisciplinary Research in Environmental Assessment and Management (InteREAM) of the School of Environmental Sciences, University of East Anglia, and Pierre Gosselin of WHO/PAHO Collaborating Center on Environmental and Occupational Health Impact Assessment and Surveillance, Centre hospitalier universitaire de Québec (CHUQ) are assisting Carlos Dora of WHO in this task.
Anyone involved in training who has not been sent a request to participate in the survey associated with this work should contact Alan Bond as soon as possible.
From Peter Furu

An official launch of the HIA training course manual Health Opportunities in Development (see HIA tool kit section) took place in Copenhagen in April 2003. Lao PDR is the first country to take charge and use this manual in planning and implementation of a three-week course aimed at developing skills in intersectoral negotiating and decision-making in support of HIA. The course was successfully completed in November 2003 for 33 participants from 8 ministries and authorities. International assistance was provided by the World Health Organization, Geneva (Robert Bos), the Danish Bilharziasis Laboratory, Charlottenlund (Peter Furu) and Mahasarakham University, Thailand (Yanyong Inmuong). Further inquiries about the course: please contact Robert Bos (bosr@who.int) or Peter Furu (pf@bilharziasis.dk).

5. HIA follow-up and evaluation

From Alan Bond

The UK Health Development Agency (HDA) is carrying out research to identify and capture the developments and learning from evaluation practices in impact assessment areas other than Health Impact Assessment (HIA) in order to learn from them and to enable recommendations to improve process, impact and outcome evaluation in HIA.

Alan Bond of the Programme for Interdisciplinary Research in Environmental Assessment and Management (InteREAM) of the School of Environmental Sciences, University of East Anglia is assisting the HDA in this work which involves a comprehensive literature review to identify and classify evaluation theory, leading to a questionnaire survey of key stakeholders in the identified impact assessment processes to identify current practice and to develop illustrative case studies.

From Marleen Bekker

Lorraine Taylor, Rob Quigley and Marleen Bekker invite you all to take part in the IAIA Vancouver Conference’s interactive session Developing a framework for evaluating health impact assessment. Here we will discuss a preliminary framework for different kinds of evaluation of HIA impact.

From Suphakij Nuntavorakarn

HIA Evaluation: Empowerment Evaluation Process of the HIA Program in Thailand

The development of health impact assessment in Thailand started in 2001 as a part of the efforts for the national health system reform. The HIA Research and Development Program was established with the main objective to proactively promote health in non-health policies with the focus on the public policy process.

The first three-year phase of the program will end in September this year. Therefore, this is the good time to reflect upon its experiences, details the gaps and weaknesses, as well as discussing the future prospect and direction of the HIA development for healthy public policy in Thai society.

The independent Empowerment Evaluation Team was set up and the first Empowerment Evaluation Workshop was held in December 2003 to discuss the conceptual framework as well as the operational framework for the evaluation process. Ideas and experiences of the HIA international resource persons from Canada, the Netherlands, Denmark, New Zealand, and the World Health Organization considerably help shaping the evaluation frameworks and process.

The empowerment evaluation process has been focusing on outcomes rather than outputs and consequences rather than results. The main factors or criteria for reflecting upon the works of the HIA Program are its contribution to;

1) the collective learning process of the society

2) the changes and/or improvements of the policies, and

3) the health system reform.

The HIA Program and the Evaluation Team hope to share the results and lesson learnt with the international community of HIA, October 2004.

6. Workshops/conferences

From Decharut Sukkumnud

The HIA International Workshop in Thailand

In December 2003, Health Systems Research Institute (HSRI) organized the 2nd HIA International Workshop in Rayong, Thailand, with the theme of Creating the Ways: Experiences on the Development of Health Impact Assessment (HIA) For Healthy Public Policy (HPP).

The objectives of the workshop were to discuss and develop the direction and plans in applying Health Impact Assessment (HIA) for Healthy Public Policy (HPP) in a civil society, as well as to overview and outline the future international and regional collaborating network for HIA for HPP in South-East Asia.

During the three-day workshop, both HIA and HPP process were discussed. Resource persons from WHO, IAIA, Canada, Denmark, the Netherlands, and participants from South-East Asian countries have shared their experiences, concerns, ideas, and challenges. It has lead to stronger ideas about international collaboration on the development of HIA, which can be done at different levels and in different forums. The Thai Health Systems Research Institute is looking forward to facilitate other relevant activities for HIA/HPP in order to strengthen future regional collaboration on HIA.
From Navin Sopaphum and Duangjai Rungrojcharoenkit

ENVI’ 04: A forum for promoting healthier public policy in Thailand
Twenty-eight environmental organizations from the public sector and NGOs, in cooperation with the Department of Environmental Quality Promotion, are organizing the Annual Forum on Environment (ENVI’04) on 5-6 June, 2004. The main aim is to provide a forum for proposing and discussing the environmental problems in the Thai society and their solutions for stakeholders relevant to the policy.

The Research and Development Program on Healthy Public Policy and Health Impact Assessment (HPP-HIA), as one of the co-organizers, successfully placed the concept of healthy public policies and HIA into several of the Forum’s sessions. The Program will organize three sessions following the topics of Alternative Energy Development by Local Community, Communal Right in Resource-Based Management, and Proposed Environmental Policies for the Candidates of the Bangkok Metropolitan Governor. In addition, the HPP-HIA Program also acts as academic supporter to other issues such as HIA of the Potash Mining Project, Policy Changes and Choices for Local People etc. 
Formulated sessions are based on the concept of the ‘Triangle that Moves the Mountain’ (HPP-HIA logo, MB), which recognizes the power of knowledge building, social mobilization, and political involvement in bringing about favorable conditions for healthier and environmental friendly Thai policies. Therefore, ENVI’04 is a part of process to promote healthier public policy in the broader society and HIA is applied as a critical tool to reach this goal. Info: Suphakij Nuntavorakarn.

From Reiner Banken:

Public Policy supporting Health: From Science to Action was one of the themes of the 7th Annual Public Health Days organized by the Quebec Public Health Network. The presentations concerning healthy public policies at the national, regional and local level are available at
http://www.inspq.qc.ca/jasp/archives/2003.asp?A=9#2 , under the heading Politiques publiques favorables à la santé : de la science à l'action.  All presentations are in French, except the opening session by Alex Scott-Samuel Health impact assessment - public policy as if health mattered which can be found at 
http://www.inspq.qc.ca/jasp/archives/pdf/2003/Plenieres/JASP2003-AlexScottSamuel.pdf 

7. Other announcements

From Peter Furu

A new WHO Collaborating Centre has been designated at the Danish Bilharziasis Laboratory. The WHO Collaborating Centre for Health and Environment in Sustainable Development has among its activities work related to HIA and HIA capacity building, environmental health and environmental management for disease vector control and biodiversity and health interrelationships. Peter Furu is the Head of the WHO Collaborating Centre.

For HIA updates outside the IAIA Health Section, you may check

www.who.int/hia/news/news/en/
For HIA relevant websites, you may check

www.who.int/hia/network/related/en/



The objective of HIA Quarterly is to keep the IAIA Health Section members up to date of members’ activities on a more regular basis than the annual Conference. In addition, HIA Quarterly will provide the opportunity to combine efforts in a particular area, such as the development of an HIA evaluation framework or a shared input at the annual Conference. HIA Quarterly is additional to the IAIA Newsletter and will not double print messages. It is a bottom-up initiative, which means that It’s success is highly dependent on your input. To keep your fellow members up to date of your work, HIA Quarterly only requires five minutes of your time!


HIA Quarterly will be issued on the 1st of March, June, October, December, and the deadline for submissions will be two weeks in advance. Please, keep messages short and add contact details. 


To post a message on the Health section’s listserv in between issues of the HIA Quarterly, send an email to � HYPERLINK "mailto:health@iaia.org" ��health@iaia.org�.
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