IAIA Biodiversity Section: Minutes of Section meeting (Weds 1 June 2005, Boston)
Present: Andrea Athanas, Channa Bambaradeniya, Helen Byron, Claudia Holgate, Arend Kolhoff, Leonardo Marotta, Vinod Mathur, Asha Rajvanshi, Ahmad Saeed, Nikhat Sattar, Roel Slootweg, Tarja Soderman, Jo Treweek, and Batu Uprety. 
1. Summary of actions undertaken over the last year  (based on section annual report dated 3 May 2005)

1.1 Organised B&E stream at IAIA2005 including co-organising a second joint workshop on biodiversity & trade impact assessment with the Trade section 
1.2 Published IAPA special edition on biodiversity [March 2005]
1.3 Input into the planning and delivery of the IAIA CBBIA project. Input is being provided by a “core group” of active B&E members (currently 9 people) established specially for this purpose. Input will also be sought from the section as a whole via the list server & annual conference sessions  [ongoing]
1.4 Worked with Ramsar and CBD pursuant to existing Memoranda of Collaboration.  This work has been led by Dave Pritchard and has included representation of IAIA’s interests in Ramsar STRP (Scientific and Technical Review Panel) meetings and drafting of a note on the relationships between EIA, SEA, risk assessment and vulnerability assessment which will be an input to additional assessment guidance going to Ramsar COP9 in November 2005.  (This additional guidance will include guidance on vulnerability assessment, rapid assessment and on the relationships between these forms of assessment.)  
1.5 Produced key citations list for biodiversity/ecological impact assessment 
1.6 Produced text for Biodiversity in Impact Assessment publication for IAIA Principles and Practices Series.  [Final draft of text has just been approved by the IAIA Publications Committee; format template for Principles series awaited from IAIA and then the final version of the Principles document will be produced and circulated]
1.7 Provided input to the continued development of CBD guidelines for incorporation of biodiversity in EIA and SEA (the CBD have commissioned the Netherlands EIA Commission to progress development of these guidelines)
1.8 Established a pilot network of IAIA in-country contact points for IAIA liaison with the biodiversity-related Conventions. This was launched in January 2005 with volunteers in 10 countries (Canada, Georgia Ghana, Lebanon, the Netherlands, Nepal, South Africa, Tanzania, USA, Yemen).  

The volunteers were asked to feedback prior to Boston.  The Section Chair reported that the feedback was mixed, with some volunteers having established good contact with convention’s focal points (generally the volunteers in government roles and hence with relatively good access to government based focal points) and others having less success i.e. no responses to information emails.  Despite this relatively modest start the Section felt that it was important to continue this initiative – and felt that by its nature the network was something that would take time to establish/expand.   One suggestion was that in countries where there is no IAIA contact point it would be useful for the Section to send IA information direct to CBD/Ramsar focal points and it was agreed that this approach would also be tried.
While discussing external contacts the Section also discussed the need to liaise with other IA bodies.  Leonardo Marotta informed the Section of an Italian professional body with an interest/expertise in IA to which it would be useful to pass information and kindly agreed to be the Section’s link to this group.  Section members also highlighted that several new IA bodies had recently been established in Africa and it would be good to promote liaison with these e.g. by inclusion of the links to the homepages of these organisations from the IAIA website.  The Chair agreed to pass on this suggestion to IAIA HQ/the publications committee.
1.9 Continued discussion with the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) about agreeing a Memorandum of Understanding [Timing largely dictated by current capacity of CMS to deal with this]
1.10 Produced a Journal of Environmental Assessment Policy and Management (JEAPM) special edition on SEA and biodiversity [publication due June 2005]
1.11 Nominated Jo Treweek as the IAIA representative for the UNEP Expert Working Group on the impact of trade on agricultural biodiversity and suggested other candidates who UNEP may also wish to consider for their Working Group.
2. Summary of actions planned for coming year
2.1 Organise SEA and biodiversity stream at IAIA Prague SEA conference.  
· The Section was strongly in favour of a more interactive format i.e. limiting the number of sessions devoted to presentations and increasing the time allocated for discussion. 

· It might be relevant to invite Martin Hollands from the Cambridge Centre for Conservation Policy who is working with UNESCO on developing a landscape planning initiative to talk about their current and planned activities (martin.hollands@conservationpolicy.org)  
· Consider looking at the links between SEA & biodiversity and the MDGs (Millennium Development Goals).  IUCN have people working on the MDGs (Andrew Deutz – Andrew.deutz@iucn.org). There is a meeting on the MDGs in Sept which clashes which the Prague meeting

2.2 Organise B&E stream at IAIA2006 annual conference – this issue together with the planning of IAIA2006 generally was discussed in some detail – see below. 
2.3 Continued input into the IAIA CBBIA project 
2.4 Promote the finalised Principles document to target audiences e.g. Conventions focal points, IFC (ask Richard Fuggle if he can submit the Principles for consideration in the IFC safeguard policy review), authorities with formal IA responsibility, etc.

2.5 Continued input to the continued development of CBD guidelines for incorporation of biodiversity in EIA and SEA and promotion of these in relevant fora.  Andrea Athanas volunteered that IUCN could help support/promote the guidelines eg distributing information, organising side events at relevant meetings.  
2.6 Work with the biodiversity related Conventions

· Seek to agree Memorandum of Understanding with the CMS
· Work with CBD pursuant to existing Memoranda of Collaboration
· Renew Memoranda of Collaboration with Ramsar
· The issue of named Convention’s liaison people was discussed – given IAIA’s previous request that they be notified of all relevant liaison people so they have up to date information about which people are liaising with which external bodies on behalf of IAIA. It was suggested that the B&E Section Chair be formally named as the liaison person for the biodiversity Conventions and that the Chair should then coordinate/liaise with section members who are attending relevant conventions related meetings and could represent IAIA at particular meetings.  It was agreed that the Chair would suggest this arrangement to IAIA HQ for approval by the Board
2.7 Create a Biodiversity section on the IAIA website. Jo Treweek reported the intention to create a separate website for the CBBIA project and confirmed that the CBBIA project had been collecting presentations from the Biodiversity stream of the conference for inclusion on the website together with other resources (where presenters were happy with this).   The Section discussed the possible balance between inclusion of information on the Biodiversity section on the IAIA website and on the CBBIA website.  It was agreed that the Section website should have the key agreed documents (the Action programme, key citations, principles, CBD guidelines, etc) and a link to the CBBIA website – which would be the best home for more fluid publications (e.g. presentations, guidance under production, etc).  It was also suggested that it would be helpful to include details of the IAIA contact points for Convention’s liaison on the Section website. Roel Slootweg volunteered to work with the Section Chair compile a list of the documents which should be placed on the Section website and provide these to IAIA HQ for uploading. This would include a review of the archive information (previously on the IUCN website) to see which of this might usefully be included on the IAIA website – some of it is likely to be out of date.    
2.8 Compile list of key biodiversity/ecological impact assessment terms for IAIA glossary of key terms
2.9 Expand the network of IAIA in-country contact points for IAIA liaison with the biodiversity-related Conventions

3. Feedback on IAIA05
· The quality of a proportion of the presentations at IAIA06 generally was rather poor – members of the section strongly felt that a stringent system of vetting abstracts needs to be adopted – see below

· One specific example given was that screening of inputs to the session relating to the Tsunami by someone with expert knowledge of the issue/region would have greatly benefited this session

4. Input to planning IAIA06

· Section members strongly felt that some form of vetting of submitted abstracts was needed prior to their acceptance with a view to improving the quality of presentations.    And that it would be helpful to have transparent criteria which all sections/stream organisers could use.  For IAIA06 it was agreed that members of the B&E Section would be involved in the abstract vetting process – a “panel” of people with representatives from different regions will be established to undertake this vetting role
· It was also felt that IAIA should do more within the conference timetable to cater for different audiences including students.  Recognising that many attendees need to give a presentation to justify their attendance to their employer it was suggested that perhaps there could be different levels of sessions e.g. those for the highest quality papers (or strongly linked to a section agenda for that meeting) and perhaps shorter presentation slots for other papers

· The separation of the Sections streams from the Plenaries was felt to be a weakness and it was strongly suggested that one main plenary slot be devoted to the Sections so each could provide a “section position paper” and have some discussion/feedback. It was felt that such a session could greatly promote interaction between the sections and noted that this approach was in fact discussed/envisaged when the IAIA Section’s were established.     One possibility for the format of this session (which was strongly supported by the section) was for each section to focus on the top 5/10 issues for their section of the conference theme of Power, Poverty & Sustainability.  
· Given the strong connection between biodiversity & the conference theme of Power, Poverty & Sustainability, the section was very keen to suggest relevant speakers for Plenaries to the conference programme committee.  The section strongly urged the conference organisers to look for a key-note speaker from a Southern country.  Suggestions included:
· Ashu Cattari from the NGO Kalpvriksh

· Wangari Maathai - African Nobel peace prize lady
· Musharaf Hai - Chairperson and CEO, Unilever Pakistan
· Head of Bangladesh Grameen bank (Section member Nikat Sattar should be able to provide contact details)

· People not involved in impact assessment that are working at ground level and have perspectives on environment, poverty, biodiversity issues – it was felt that including such non-IA people could bring a really interesting perspective to a plenary session.

· Josh Bishop/Stewart Maginnis from IUCN

· Roel Slootweg also volunteered to raise the issue of the strong connection between biodiversity & the conference theme and possible keynote speakers direct with Arne Dalfelt a member of the IAIA2006 organising committee (who has a development cooperation background) 

· Biodiversity stream – ideas suggested for stream planning included: 

· having a session on Nordic biodiversity (to coincide with the conference being held in Norway) 

· having a session on the EU Birds and habitats Directives and EIA/SEA – given the different perspectives on this legislation which seem to be developing in different European countries (particularly now that the SEA Directive has come into force)
5. Section chair

The Chair confirmed that, if there were no other volunteers keen to take on the role she would be happy to continue as the Section Chair for another year and this was agreed by the Section.

Helen Byron

19 July 2005
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