 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Notes from SIA section meeting - Vancouver 28 April 04

Present: Charlie Wolf, Theo Hacking, Rabel Burdge, Andrea Jardene-Orr, Pascale mera, Rob Walker, Cheyenne Loon, Rauno Sairinen, Dalila Antunes, Masami Iwasaki-Goodman, James Baines (section chair).

Notes are presented under the following headings -

1
SIA Section initiatives

2
IAIA initiatives

3
Conference organisation

4
Other matters raised

1
SIA Section initiatives
SIA Guidelines & Principles - Theo Hacking
Theo reported progress since IAIA 03 - a template for structuring the database of SIA Guidelines has been completed and circulated among a selection of section members; Theo has received feedback from two people.  It is now time to begin entering information into the data base (populating the database).

2 actions were agreed for the coming year: (1) Charlie Wolf will work with Theo to enter the compilation of Guidelines material that Charlie has already assembled; (2) as an interim measure to provide access to existing SIA Guidelines documents, James Baines will discuss with IAIA central office about establishing a web page on the IAIA site which provides details (including hotlinks if available) of existing documentary sources, as well as inviting suggestions as to additional sources of SIA Guideline documents.  It was confirmed that only those Guidelines/documents which have some form of institutional backing will be incorporated (either on the web page, or in the database).

Theo and Jo Ann Beckwith were thanked for their efforts during the past year.

Key Citations - Rabel Burdge, Frank Vanclay, Nick Taylor.
Rabel reported that the recent update of the Key SIA Citations had been completed, and that the citations were now on the open section of the IAIA website.  It was pointed out that SIA members are welcome to suggest additional key citations at any time; and should notify Rabel in such cases.  Also noted was IAIA’s recent decision that all section’s Key Citations should be updated every three years, otherwise they will be removed from the IAIA website.

Rabel, Frank and Nick were thanked for their efforts during the past year.

IAPA special issue on SIA - Rabel Burdge
Rabel reported that the two special issues on SIA had been published in June and September of 2003, bringing this initiative to a conclusion

Rabel was thanked for his editorial and coordinating efforts resulting in these special issues.

2
IAIA initiatives
The Glossary project, coordinated by Bernice Goldsmith

James gave an explanation of progress on this project, and noted the request from Bernice for SIA contributions to the glossary.  Rabel reported that he has already submitted several glossary compilations to Bernice.  James will put out a message on the SIAlistserv inviting practitioners to submit other glossary items to Bernice. James will liaise with Bernice over any further requests for input.

Bernice has stated that the Glossary will ultimately be posted on the open section of the IAIA website, but that the facility for adding to the Glossary will always be in the members-only section.

3
Conference organisation - SIA stream
On behalf of the SIA Section, James thanked Jose Manual for his efforts in coordinating the SIA stream papers for IAIA04.  Dalila Antunes offered to convey our thanks in person on her return to Portugal (Jose Manual had already departed for Portugal and was unable to attend the Section meeting).

James reported discussions from the Section coordinators meeting earlier in the week, regarding the range of session formats for the 1.5hour sessions which can be envisaged in future.  These include -

-workshops discussion sessions based on a pre-circulated discussion paper

-a series of specifically invited papers, leading to open discussion or initiating workshop discussion

-indaba (open space) sessions within the SIA stream, similar to the professional forums which were enabled at this conference

-joint sessions with another IAIA stream, with some linking theme identified

-a series of thematically-linked SIA papers

James asked for volunteers to organise the SIA stream at IAIA05.  No responses at this stage; so James will put a request out on the SIA listserv.

Suggestions for SIA section themes for IAIA05 include:

SIA in EU directives (see below)

Gender analysis in SIA (see below)

Indigenous peoples involvement in SIA

SIA and environmental justice (see below)

4
Other matters raised
Absence of gender analysis at IAIA04:

Pascale Mera noted the absence at this years conference of SIA papers/discussions which acknowledged gender analysis.  Rabel made a similar observation regarding environmental justice. Charlie noted that the theme for IAIA05 is Ethics and Quality, which should provide a good platform for such aspects to be emphasised again.  It was agreed that individuals can make comments on these matters in their feedback to IAIA on the 04 conference.  James will send a message from the SIA Section to the IAIA Board, and also to Nick Taylor who is on the conference organising committee (as Chair of the Sections Coordinating Committee).

SIA capacity in Europe:

Rauno indicated from his perspective the lack of SIA professionals and SIA activity in Europe, particularly compared with other parts of the world.  It was suggested that this may be in part due to the emphasis on EIA and SEA in the EU directives to date.  The precedent for IAIA support for professional training (e.g. in South Africa) was pointed out, and the need for an initiative to come out of Europe if this were to be repeated.  James will continue to liaise with Rauno and Dalila.  It was suggested that this issue could result in a theme for papers/discussion at IAIA05.

SIA Section organisation:

James made several observations about the need for some degree of organisation within the SIA Section.  Reflecting the nature of participation in IAIA and Section affairs (all voluntary inputs; a principal focus around the annual conference; generally low levels of involvement in between annual conferences unless focussed on particular IAIA or SIA Section initiatives), any Section organisation would need to remain fairly flexible.  Indeed, it is the need to maintain flexibility that is paramount.

James suggested the need for Section organisation to evolve in several ways, building on what we have already.  He proposed three changes -

1) a move to have co-chairs of the SIA Section rather than a single chairperson: 

- to cover for busy periods and share the load from time to time;

- to provide mutual support and discuss ideas with.

It was noted that such an arrangement has been adopted in some other sections already.

2) the establishment of an informal Core Group of the SIA Section: 

James suggested the following possible characteristics and purposes -

Characteristics:

- Core Group of approximately 10-15 SIA practitioners

- Core Group membership with a geographical spread globally

Purposes:

- the principal purpose of a Core Group would be to provide responses (e.g. to SIA chairs) with quick turn around (e.g. 1week).

- other possible purposes could be to link with affiliates and local organisations in their part of the globe; to act as an IAIA contact/referral point for interested professionals in their part of the globe; perhaps even to be listed on IAIA’s learning exchange (mentoring scheme).

3) updating the SIA listserv:

- to boost numbers on the SIA listserv

- particularly to ensure that SIA practitioners know if they are registed on the SIA listserv or not.

James was urged to pursue these initiatives through personal networking

Finally, James was thanked by those present for his efforts during the year.

