Conclusions of SEA stream sessions at IAIA04


Session chairs:

· Ralf Aschemann (2 sessions on SEA Directive/SEA in EU)

· Jiri Dusik (1 session on 'introducing new SEA systems')

· Lone Koernoev, Lex Brown and Wil Thissen (1 session on integration of SEA 
and decision making)

· Ross Marshall (1 session on SEA in the private sector)

· Olivia Bina (1 session on SEA theory)

· Jean-Pierre Pelletier (1 session on SEA in development co-operation)

· Thomas Fischer (3 sessions on SEA and sustainability planning, methods 
and techniques)

· Martin Ward (1 sesion on sustainability appraisal)


General impression:
We are moving forwards! SEA is developing. - This is, at least to some extent, reflected in the papers and outcomes of the SEA sessions. Besides  'traditional' issues, like SEA guidance, case studies, methods and  techniques, 'newer' issues like SEA context and behaviour of actors are  discussed more extensively by an increasing number of people



Key learning points:

Practice and guidance


· There is a need for making good practice and guidance better known; 
web-based information increases in importance (examples from the UK, 
Ireland, Hong Kong); guidance, training and information exchange is 
essential.

· Practitioners want better evidence and guidance, particularly on 
appropriate methods and techniques - presentations focus too much on 
outcomes only!

· There is an increasing understanding of SEA within the private sector due 
to
o the sustainable development agenda
o the environmental governance/stewardship agenda
Systematic and transparent processes that are assisting the formulation of 
commercial strategies are emerging within strategic decision making within 
certain private sectors, notably forestry, energy and housing; corporations 
and public authorities can learn from each other!

· There is now a much better understanding for standards and conditions to 
support SEA

· Remaining technical problems include scale issues (space, time, level of 
aggregation), availability of data

Integration


· Integration remains a key challenge; more evidence is needed for when SEA 
should fully integrate environmental, social and economic issues; - in the 
USA, under NEPA, there is a complete merger of all these aspects! - There 
is an ongoing discussion on sustainability indicators/approaches versus 
environmental ones

· Planning and SEA have very similar objectives; better integration of the 
two should therefore be a priority

Context


· Context of SEA application plays a crucial role for what SEA can achieve; 
this depends on, for example, whether a situation is more
o political
o symbolic
o rational

· SEA guidance and case studies come from a few countries only; this raises 
questions about their relevance in other contexts

· The behaviour of actors determine SEA effectiveness
o importance of willingness to co-operate and of self-reflection!

· 'Successful' SEA should establish who and what the main targets are, 
what the timing of action is, what decisions look like and what the 
capacity to utilize information is

· If SEA is not properly tiered, it is not likely to change things

· SEA implementation not equally easy/difficult in all countries (more 
difficult in Federal systems!

· SEA is a way to change attitudes towards development in developing 
countries

Criticism


· Meanings of SEA still differ too much and there's confusion of terms

