Respecting Indigenous Peoples and Traditional Knowledge  

 International Best Practices Principles
Traditional knowledge (TK) refers to the body of knowledge that is the result of intellectual activity and insight in a traditional context. This includes the know-how, skills, innovations, practices and learning that form part of traditional knowledge systems, and knowledge that is embodied in the traditional lifestyle of a community or people, or is contained in codified knowledge systems passed between generations. It is not limited to any specific technical field, and may include agricultural, environmental and medicinal knowledge, and knowledge associated with genetic resources. 
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Introduction: 

These International Association for Impact Assessment (IAIA) Indigenous Peoples and Traditional Knowledge Best Practices Principles aim to promote a meaningful integration of traditional knowledge as well as the respectful incorporation of indigenous peoples in impact assessment.  This document:
· Describes ways to successfully incorporate indigenous peoples positions throughout the impact assessment process.

· Highlights ways to use traditional knowledge along with `western knowledge` to complete a more comprehensive assessment.

The first half of this document provides the background, definitions and objectives of best practices principles.  The second half presents the best practice principles, organized into general ‘basic principles’ and specific ‘operating principles’.
Background
The terms `traditional knowledge` and `indigenous peoples` go hand and hand.  Indigenous peoples are social groups that have resided in a region for a long period of time and whose social and cultural identities are different from that of the dominant culture.  Traditional knowledge is transmitted through oral tradition and first-hand observation.  It includes a set of empirical observations about local environment and a system of self-management that governs resource use.  Ecological aspects are closely tied to social and spiritual aspects of the knowledge system.  With its roots based in the past, it is both cumulative and dynamic, building upon the experience of earlier generations and adapting to the new technological and socioeconomic changes of the present (Dene Cultural Institute 1995)
The United Nations Declaration on Rights of Indigenous Peoples essentially establishes a right for indigenous people to be included in impact assessment processes.  The declaration also establishes a right for indigenous peoples to consider themselves different from the dominant society and be respected as such.  In some instances local laws provide for treatment of indigenous peoples as stakeholders in impact assessments separate from the general public.  The contributions indigenous peoples can make through their traditional knowledge create an incentive to incorporate indigenous peoples separate from the general public even where such laws do not exist. 
Objectives 

Traditional knowledge incorporates valuable information held by indigenous peoples about their surroundings into impact assessment. When doing an impact assessment, this knowledge is not only useful, but imperative to completing a comprehensive impact assessment that respects the needs of indigenous groups.  Indigenous peoples make important contributions to impact assessment through their particular knowledge of the environment, the use and management of the environment, and their values about the environment.  

The objective of best practices are to:
· Allow potentially affected indigenous groups to present their opinion, and take part in the development proceedings. 

· Use traditional knowledge to enrich the knowledge gained from `western` scientific methods. 

· Use traditional knowledge to preserve indigenous culture in development projects. 

Principles
Basic Principles apply to all stages of impact assessment, including strategic impact assessment of policies, plans, and programs.  They should be applied as a package to the overall process.  Operating Principles describe how the basic principles should be put into practice and applied to the individual stages of an impact assessment process.

Basic Principles 

· Equality: Traditional knowledge should be treated with the same respect and validity as western, scientific based knowledge. Furthermore, indigenous peoples are to be treated with the same respect as other stakeholders. Traditional Knowledge holders are experts in their own field.
· Uniqueness: Each indigenous group is unique and holds different forms of traditional knowledge.  Each indigenous group also has its own participating, representing and decision-making models that must be respected. 
· Rights: Indigenous peoples have rights to the natural resources on their traditional lands.  In many instances these rights are protected by law.  Respecting Indigenous rights to natural resources is essential.

· Sovereignty: Indigenous peoples define themselves as a sovereign group or self-governing entity.  It is important for them to maintain this independence throughout the IA process and participation in an impact assessment process does not in any way limit this sovereignty, e.g. an indigenous group does not necessarily accept the laws of a country by participating in an impact assessment.
·  Cultural Heritage: Indigenous peoples have the right to control intellectual property and other material items, which relate specifically to their heritage, in order to preserve their culture. 
Operating Principles

With respect to the Basic Principles identified, the integration of traditional knowledge and indigenous peoples should include these factors: 

· Provide an open impact assessment process:  Aboriginal peoples have the right to be well informed of the decisions made concerning their traditional lands. Developers and government agencies have a duty to include indigenous peoples in the decision making process. This obligation may go above the information standard offered to other stakeholders and often will involve ways of communicating that differ from other stakeholders.  E.g. written materials may not always be an effective tool.
· Agree on the degree of participation:  Involvement can range from opinion giving to shared decision-making power.  Developers and indigenous peoples (and where applicable government agencies) should jointly determine the degree of participation and the avenues of communications up front.  Developer’s should not presume to know how and to what degree indigenous peoples want to get involved.
· Provide meaningful participation and reassurance:  Participation of indigenous peoples must be meaningful and they should be reassured that their participation is important.  Developers should frequently ask the opinions of aboriginal members and explain how their opinions have been considered and were incorporated into the impact assessment. 

· Ensure gender equality: Ensure both men and women with rights and interests in the area are identified because men and women may be responsible for different heritage places and values. In many instances, women are the best interpreters of traditional knowledge.
· Allow mediation: Recognize that profound differences in perspective often create difficulties between Indigenous peoples and those representing the project. Take a precautionary approach for such instances and agree upon processes for mediating and resolving disputes between parties that may arise during the course of the project.
· Include native customs:  Use participatory approaches that take into account traditional customs, etiquette and decision-making processes.  For example, in some societies it may not be possible to contradict an elder in public.  Silence then may indicate opposition rather than consent.  Some societies reach decisions by consensus and their representatives may not be able to make decisions on the spot. 
· Provide interpretation and translation: Traditional and western belief systems require context, language, and skilled interpreters in order for Indigenous traditional knowledge to be used effectively and for western knowledge to be fully understood by traditional communities. Indigenous peoples may express things in different ways, e.g. through story telling rather than direct statements.  Verify the meaning and understanding of the communications.  Interpretation may be required during meetings. 
· Safeguard against exploitation: Build in safeguards to protect Indigenous communities that are vulnerable to unfair exploitation, e.g. because of inexperience or non-acceptance of money-based systems of resource sharing.
· Use TK responsibly:  Keeping traditional knowledge creates responsibility and misuse of traditional knowledge can have catastrophic consequences for Indigenous peoples.  TK is ordinarily shared among kin and transmitted personally to an apprentice.  Developers must refrain from widely sharing TK and from using it to interfere in a community’s affairs.
· Use TK only within its context:  Indigenous peoples will share TK with developers only for a specific time and purpose.  Developer’s and governments should not attempt to apply that knowledge to other ecosystems, other areas, or other projects than the ones the TK was specifically shared for.
Glossary

Traditional Knowledge: The knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous people and local communities.

Indigenous Peoples - are the inheritors and practitioners of unique cultures and ways of relating to other people and to the environment. Indigenous peoples have retained social, cultural, economic and political characteristics that are distinct from those of the dominant societies in which they live. 

Impact Assessment: Process by which the environmental consequences of a proposed project or programme are evaluated and alternatives are analyzed. EIA is an integral part of the planning and decision-making processes.

Intellectual Property Rights: rights recognized as belonging to creators

of original creative works and designs

that are protected under legislation for

a period of time. 

References 

· Local And Indigenous Traditional Knowledge: Engagement and Use for Sustainable Development – A Guide for CIDA project officers. 

· UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/
· United Nations Environment Program, List of Acronyms and Glossary Terms http://unep.org/dec/onlinemanual/Resources/Glossary 

· Croal, Peter (2003): “Principles respecting traditional knowledge and indigenous peoples”
· Dene Cultural Institute (1995): Traditional Knowledge and environmental assessment, submission to BHP Diamond Mine Environmental Assessment, Yellowknife, Canada. 
· Mackenzie Valley Review Board (2005): “Guidelines for incorporating traditional knowledge in environmental assessment”, Yellowknife, Canada, http://www.reviewboard.ca/upload/ref_library/1247177561_MVReviewBoard_Traditinal_Knowledge_Guidelines.pdf 
