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Cameroon’s oil and gas sector
Sectoral influence on the evolution of EIA
Good science contributes to good EIA

Has EIA promoted sustainable development in
West Africa?

What is sustainable development - its taxonomy?

Effectiveness of EIA to promote sustainable
development constrained by sector’s conservative
taxonomic profile

Need for sectoral change to fit an enlightened
taxonomic profile

Conclusion: EIA as a form of sustainability analysis



1. CAMEROON'S OIL AND GAS SECTOR

» Cameroon located in
central region of West
Africa

» Modest oil producer; daily
production around
85 000 bbls

> Ranked 7" in region in

terms of proven reserves
(0.4 billion bbls)




2. SECTOR'SCONTRIBUTION TO THE

__ EVOLUTION OF EIA

» Cameroon’s Environmental Framework Law specifies
requirement for EIA

» ‘Substitution clause’ requires adoption of best practice
EIA; eg. as applied elsewhere within the region or globally

» Cameroon’s oil and gas sector driving evolution of EIA -
its application to other sectors.
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2. CONTRIBUTION TO THE EVOLUTION

- A

» EIA process similar to that applied, for example, in
South Africa and other SADC countries:

« Sakeholder engagement

» Scoping to identify key issues (e.g. project risk, ecological and
social effects)

o Specialist investigation of key issues; assessment of impacts;
mitigation

o Integration of information (project information, specialist
Investigation outputs) into draft EIR

 Authority review, conclusion of EIA process, decision-making

* |mplementation of EMP



(eg. Marine water quality and mangrove vitality assessment)

» Spill simulation modeling used in EIA to identify target
environments exposed to oiling risk

» Artisanal fishing waters & mangrove ecga
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» Filter feeders and sediments -
reflect changes in marine water
guality over time

» No evidence of deterioration in
marine water quality
attributable to oil and gas
sector

» Need for marine water quality
database - link to National Ol
Spill Contingency Plan
Database?



APPROACH TO MANGROVE VITALITY
ASSESSMENT IN EIA
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Vulnerability of
mangroves to oil pollution
- global concern

Index of mangrove
ecosystem health
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vitality
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» In spite of oil and gas sector
activities in many producing
countries, where EIA is practiced,
poverty and underdevelopment
prevaill

» Sector’s ‘social license’ to operate @

Increasingly challenged

» Why has EIA not been a Catalyst

for change;
l.e. why has it
not promoted
sustainable
development? B




. WHATISUNDERSTOOD BY SD
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Sustainable development flawed by internal tensions

Conflation of sustainability and sustainable
development into single idea strains ideal of common
interpretation of SD

SUSTAINABILITY: Limits to Growth arguments; promotes

ideal of steady state economies

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT: Our Common Future;

development essential for upliftment of world’s poor;
l.e. growth economies

Interpretive tension around four contested core ideas
creates taxonomy of SD
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6. EFFECTIVENESS OF EIA TO PROMOTE

SD CONSTRAINED BY SECTOR'S
SERVATIVE TAXONOMIC PROFILE

CONSERVATIVE ENLIGHTENED

Degree of environmental protection

Equity

Participation

Scope of subject area
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CONSERVATIVE ENLIGHTENED
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CONSERVATIVE ENLIGHTENED
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CONSERVATIVE ENLIGHTENED
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CONSERVA ENLIGHTENED
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Conservative Profile

» Weak, non-egalitarian, top-down and
accommodation of a narrow scope
of subject area within its definition
combine to form a conservative
conceptualization of sustainable
development

» Continued allegiance to this model
leaves the situation more or less in its
current pathological state



Enlightened profile

» Strong, egalitarian, bottom-up and
accommodation of a broad scope of
subject area within its definition

combine to form

an enlightened

conceptualization of sustainable

development

» Allegiance to this taxonomic profile of

sustainable deve
advance its idea
respect to the im
guality of life

opment can truly
s; Importantly, with

orovement in African



o. CONCLUSION: EIA'AS A FORM OF
AINABILITY ANALY SIS

Increasingly apply EIA as form of sustainability analysis,

Promote enlightened interpretation of SD

Retain platform of good science, but more importantly,
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Address failure of oil and gas sector to meet stakeholder
expectations:

» Respect for basic rights
» Opportunities (eg. jobs) for Africans

» Retention of product value chains
within the economies of producing
countries (eg. infrastructure fabrication)

» Finance growth of broad-based
country economies

* Leave communities better off as
consequence of sector’s activities




A"AS A FORM OF

SUSTAINABILITY ANALY SIS

EIA must effectively integrate
(currently dissociated) environmental,
social and economic spheres of SD




