EIA as a Consensus Building Tool

‘The Hidden Contribution
of EIA to Industry’

|AIA Vancouver 2004

Ainhoa Gonzalez

Environmental Analyst
EIS Ltd.

agonzalez@eis.ie



EIA & Public Participation

Key role in including:

« Cultural

+ Social

+» Economic

« Political ... dimensions

And achieve more:

...... resolutions.




Fundamental Feasibility

Pre-feasibility Public Processes
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Hidden Contribution:

Early and Informal
Stakeholder Involvement

v Vital for defining the Scope

‘F & . Allows exploring fundamental project feasibility

v Provides project structure and allows progress

v Contributes to sustainable engineering
utions



| mpact Statement M aterial

Early availability of rudimentary

Environmental constraints and
opportunities:

e Allows weighting of project alternatives
 Provides language and structure for debate

pothesis for evaluating concerns &



Dublin I nterconnector Project

Environmental and Planning:

* Constraints
(e.g. listed buildings, archaeology sites, ecological
designations, etc.)

Dppartunities
evelopment sites,
atchments, etc)




Graphic Representation of Environmental &
Plannlng Constrams/Opportumtles usl ng GI S




Environmental Ranking Versus Stakeholder Ranking
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Stakeholder Consultation

# % v Provides functional and economic
’ ranking of alternatives - compared to
engineering and environmental rankings.

v Facilitates rapid narrowing of options for
further consideration within a more formal
EIA process.

a rational that will ensure
focused and efficient public
In the formal process.




Conclusion

Early use of IA material significantly
contributes to environmental and
planning conflict avoidance and
resolution, to economic viability and
overall cost reduction and, most
importantly, to sustainable project
design and development




