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INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION

•• What is COSTWhat is COST

•• Scope of COST 350Scope of COST 350

•• Scoring and aggregation Scoring and aggregation 

•• Getting involvedGetting involved



What is COSTWhat is COST

•• Intergovernmental framework for Intergovernmental framework for 
European CoEuropean Co--operation in Scientific and operation in Scientific and 
Technical ResearchTechnical Research

•• EU and most of Central and Eastern EU and most of Central and Eastern 
Europe (44 countries)Europe (44 countries)

•• Managed by the European Science Managed by the European Science 
FoundationFoundation



What is COSTWhat is COST

•• Participation on an “Participation on an “àà la cartela carte”” principleprinciple

•• Minimum of 5 participants from member Minimum of 5 participants from member 
states for an states for an ““ActionAction””

•• Actions usually last 4 yearsActions usually last 4 years



Scope of COST 350Scope of COST 350

•• Integrated Assessment of Environmental Integrated Assessment of Environmental 
Impact of Traffic and Transport Impact of Traffic and Transport 
InfrastructureInfrastructure



Scope of COST 350Scope of COST 350

•• The main objective of the Cost 350 The main objective of the Cost 350 
Research action is to establish a Research action is to establish a 
concept integrating at regional scale all concept integrating at regional scale all 
the environmental aspects of traffic and the environmental aspects of traffic and 
landland--transport infrastructure in relation transport infrastructure in relation 
to the decision making process.to the decision making process.



Working GroupsWorking Groups

• Working Group 2 - Planning contexts

• Working Group 3 - Scope of impacts, 
indicators and quantification methods

• Working Group 4 - Methods for 
assessment of options



Working GroupsWorking Groups

• Working Group 5 - Impact scoring & 
aggregation

• Working Group 6 - Synthesis 

• Working Group 7 - Reporting



WORK GROUP 5WORK GROUP 5

•• Inventory of aggregation and scoring Inventory of aggregation and scoring 
methodsmethods

•• Selection of methods for different Selection of methods for different 
transport planning situationstransport planning situations

•• Use of modelling proceduresUse of modelling procedures
•• Research requirementsResearch requirements



AGGREGATION AND SCORINGAGGREGATION AND SCORING

•• Scoring:Scoring:
•• The assignment of quantitative or The assignment of quantitative or 

qualitative values to reflect impact qualitative values to reflect impact 
significancesignificance

•• Aggregation: Aggregation: 
•• The process of combining impact The process of combining impact 

scores to arrive at an overall score or scores to arrive at an overall score or 
summarysummary



SCORINGSCORING

•• Issues:Issues:
•• Quantified and nonQuantified and non--quantified impactsquantified impacts
•• 3, 5 or 7  point scale3, 5 or 7  point scale
•• Standardised scoring frameworks Standardised scoring frameworks 

versus local flexibilityversus local flexibility
•• Equivalence across topics: apples and Equivalence across topics: apples and 

orangesoranges
•• TransparencyTransparency



SCORINGSCORING

•• Issues:Issues:
•• Scaling methodsScaling methods
•• Handling uncertaintyHandling uncertainty
•• Dealing with future community valuesDealing with future community values
•• Role of the public in validation of scoresRole of the public in validation of scores
•• Application in different contextsApplication in different contexts



SCORING SCORING -- ACTIONSACTIONS

•• Assemble scoring criteriaAssemble scoring criteria
•• Define key characteristicsDefine key characteristics
•• Identify features of similarity and Identify features of similarity and 

divergencedivergence
•• Review “interesting” methodsReview “interesting” methods
•• Define what is “good practice”Define what is “good practice”
•• Develop guidance for “good practice”Develop guidance for “good practice”



TYPES OF AGGREGATIONTYPES OF AGGREGATION

Wetland - Slight 
impact

Woodland - Slight 
impact

Woodland -
Moderate impact

Biodiversity 
Overall Score = ?

Lake -
Large impact

Road



TYPES OF AGGREGATIONTYPES OF AGGREGATION

Woodland - Moderate 
impact

Woodland -
Moderate impact

Combined impact 
of strategy = ?

Lake - Very Large impact

Road

Wetland - Slight 
impact

Rail



AGGREGATIONAGGREGATION

•• Different aggregation methods for Different aggregation methods for 
different purposesdifferent purposes

•• Aggregation methods may have different Aggregation methods may have different 
units such money, energy, material units such money, energy, material 
consumptionconsumption

•• Reporting preReporting pre--defined indicators or core defined indicators or core 
indicators based on SEA resultsindicators based on SEA results





AGGREGATION AGGREGATION -- ACTIONSACTIONS

•• Explore aggregation practices and rulesExplore aggregation practices and rules
•• Define key characteristicsDefine key characteristics
•• Identify features of similarity and Identify features of similarity and 

divergencedivergence
•• Review “interesting” methodsReview “interesting” methods
•• Define what is “good practice”Define what is “good practice”
•• Develop guidance for “good practice”Develop guidance for “good practice”



Getting InvolvedGetting Involved

•• Open to EU, Central and Eastern Open to EU, Central and Eastern 
European researchersEuropean researchers

•• Open workshop Athens Spring 2005Open workshop Athens Spring 2005

•• COST 350 web siteCOST 350 web site

•• SEA & Transport Planning Newsletter SEA & Transport Planning Newsletter 
http://www.seahttp://www.sea--info.netinfo.net//


