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Sharing Good Practice Project Sharing Good Practice Project -- BackgroundBackground

• Meeting of 23 EA practitioners from across Canada 
(federal, provincial/territorial, Aboriginal, industry, 
consulting firms, ENGO’s and universities, EA 
practitioners

• Workshop was a major component of the Sharing Good 
Practice Project (supported by CEAA Program to 
Support Research and Development, Environment 
Canada’s EA Branch and CISE Environment Secretariat

• Project created and led by Lynch-Stewart & Associates



Outcomes of WorkshopOutcomes of Workshop

• Workshop considered the successes and failures of the 
current information management process for EA in 
Canada, and the benefits of existing and emerging 
information systems.

• Developed a vision of an EA information management 
solution that would meet their priority needs

• Resulted in 4 key messages:



1. Although some successes in information management 
exist, EA practitioners often cannot tap into the best 
available expertise for project assessments

2. This results in costs to the environment, to the EA process 
and to the proponents and other stakeholders

3. Better management of EA information is needed to 
improve the practice and underlying science of EA

4. The consensus agreement on the best approach to 
improving information management for EA called for an 
Internet-based EA portal to link to existing information 
reports and public databases, and to connect with other 
information management initiatives.



The Miistakis PrototypeThe Miistakis Prototype

• developed as a direct result of the Sharing Good 
Practice Workshop

• Integrates recommendations from the Workshop 
including:

ØInclusion of geospatial data
ØLinks to landuse and planning data (protected 

areas, species information, ownership
ØLinks to other EA information sources (past 

EA’s, monitoring reports, guide to EA’s etc) 

















































Next steps Next steps –– National EA PortalNational EA Portal

Development of a National Portal that consists of:

1) a national map interface that provides access to 
distributed repositories of data relevant to EA 
practitioners, and
2) a comprehensive EA toolkit that provides links to EA 
related materials

The map interface will provide access to standards 
compliant distributed data at both national and regional 
scales. The toolkit, in consultation with a national 
advisory board, will enable EA practitioners for the first 
time to discover and access – in a timely manner-the 
best available expertise in support of environmental 
assessment. 



SummarySummary

• This prototype demonstrates the integration of geospatial 
data, species data, landuse information and literature to 
facilitate the EA process, reducing redundancy of efforts 
and encouraging cooperation between environmental 
assessment practitioners, industry and agencies.

www.rockies.ca/eaportal
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