PROPOSAL FOR IAIA'03 TRAINING COURSE

SECTION 1

a. Name: Maria Rosário Partidário, 

Address: Rua Tristão da Cunha, 44, 1400-349 LISBOA, Portugal

e-mail: mp@fct.unl.pt
fax: 351-21-302 1889 or 351-21-294 8554 (univ.)

b. Title of course: "Strategic Environmental Assessment: current practices, future demands and capacity-building needs"

c. Type: Advanced Course, with group exercises

d. Language: English; Portuguese /Spanish and French can be facilitated, namely in working groups

e. Number of days: 2

f. Participants #: minimum 8; maximum: 25

SECTION 2

a. Narrative description

The proposed course on SEA has the triple purpose of (1) introducing key concepts and issues that significantly distinguish SEA from other impact assessment and environmental management tools, (2) review current practices in different countries and respective approaches and (3) focus on capacity-building (technical and institutional) needs to establish SEA systems and practices in developing and developed countries. The course does not intend to provide one solution, or a recipe, for good practice SEA, instead it will drive participants through the purpose, logic, key functions and activities in SEA. It is based on the multiple and different existing evidence, expressed in different perspectives and approaches to SEA at the international level. It will invite participants to understand the key elements and components of SEA that constitute good practice, exploring needs adapted to each country decision-making realities, rather than focussing only on one methodology or procedure. Numerous case-examples are used to illustrate full process SEA, or just some key steps or issues within an SEA. Given the need for great adaptiveness of SEA to decision-making processes, course participants are invited to interchange their experiences with respect to national decision-making procedures and respective needs, or current application, with SEA. Course participants will have learned the purpose, logic and key functions and activities in SEA and also assess needs for capacity-building to implement SEA systems in respective countries. 

b. Course programme outline

Day 1

Morning

Introduction to course aims and structure

Background, key concepts and overview of international experience

What is and why doing SEA

Evolution and forms of SEA

Concepts and definitions

SEA role towards sustainability

SEA and EIA relationship

Principles and rules of good practice

Lunch 

Afternoon

Group discussion on key issues in SEA 

Overview of SEA Experience in different parts of the world

SEA regulations, guidance and institutional contexts

Procedural approaches to policy, planning and programmes SEA

Group discussion on institutional and legal requirements for SEA 

Day 2

Morning

Key elements and practices in SEA: methodological approaches and techniques

How to do an SEA - SEA step-by-step (Illustration with Case studies)

Key elements

Objectives, benchmarks and targets

Scoping in SEA

Alternatives

Assessment

Public involvement in SEA

Post-evaluation

Lunch 

Afternoon

Capacity-building needs in SEA

Integration in decision-making

Group discussion on technical and decision-making needs

Capacity building needs for SEA: what are different views, what is in place, what needs to be done

Closing

c. List of training material:

Course manual (author’s edition and annually reviewed); copy of occasional slides no included in course manual and some supporting papers. IAIA may sell this training material to non-participants request, pending on agreement on profit share.

d. Level of experience required to participants: medium to high on EIA / planning

e. Follow-up support through e-mail exchange mainly

SECTION 3

a. Instructor, c.v.:

Maria R. Partidario, PhD, Assistant Professor, environmental and sustainability consultant, university lecturer (graduation and MSc courses) since 1982; organization and conduction of about 22 short training courses on EIA, and 18 training courses on SEA. Maria a leading expert in the crossroad of impact assessment (EIA), policy and planning issues and sustainability. First graduated as an environmental engineer, MSc on regional and urban planning and PhD (Aberdeen University, Scotland) on Strategic Environmental Assessment. Has been involved in several European research projects in the field of strategic environmental assessment and environmental impact assessment. Develops consultancy, conference and training work in Portugal and abroad in the fields of strategic environmental assessment, environmental impact assessment, environmental planning and sustainable tourism. Designing training courses, coordinating and lecturing in training courses, and also preparation of training manuals has been part of her main training activitiy. Over the years several training courses have been designed and conducted by Maria under contract with private, public and governmental institutions in Portugal, Brazil, Mozambique, S. Tomé and Principe, Cape Verde, Itlay, Guyana and as pre-meeting courses at IAIA annual conferences. Maria is the author of a Training Manual on SEA, co-editor of two internationally published key books on SEA (one with Riki Therivel, 1996, the other with Ray Clark, 2000), and has authored many book chapters and journal articles on SEA. She developed the Manual on Environmental Planning for the Open University in Portugal, and is currently concluding (in co-authorship) the Manual on EIA for the same institution. Maria is a member of the UNEP Expert Group established to oversee the preparation of the EIA Training Resource Manual (issued in 1996). She was also appointed, as an expert, to the experts panel to overview the preparation of the European Union Manual on Strategic Environmental Assessment for the Trans European Network, and was recently invited to the Advisory Board of the International Urban Planning and Environment Association. Maria was President of the International Association for Impact Assessment in 1997-98, and awarded the IAIA Individual Award in 2002 for contributions made to the advancement of SEA internationally.

b. Number of times the course has previously been proposed and delivered at IAIA conferences in the last 3 years:

IAIA’00, Hong-Kong, attended by 20 participants

IAIA’01, Cartagena, attended by 19 participants

IAIA’02, the Hague, attended by 19 participants

Number of times, where and to whom, the course was offered outside of IAIA conferences in the last 3 years:

January, 2001: Italy, Sardegna, to the MSc on EIA, University of Sassari, 25 participants

June, 2001: Guyana, Georgetown, to the University of Guyana and the Caribbean Academy of Sciences, 20 participants

June, 2001: Brazil, S. Paulo, to the MBA on environmental management, Institute of Technology Brazil-Germany, 21 participants

September, 2001: Portugal, Lisbon, to government officers and consultants, 10 participants

October, 2001: Italy, Venice, Association of Architects, 20 participants

October, 2001: Portugal, Lisbon, to the Ministry of Transports – Environmental Auditing Office, 20 participants

November, 2001: Brazil, Rio de Janeiro, Ministry of Environment – technical officers, 30 participants

November, 2001: Brazil, Rio de Janeiro, Ministry of Environment – decision-makers, 15 participants

September, 2002: Brazil, Rio de Janeiro, National Bank for Social and Economic Development, 25 participants.

September, 2002: Brazil, Porto Alegre, to the MBA on environmental management, Brazil-Germany Chamber of Commerce, 50 participants.

c. Number of times the course was put on offer and not given: no time; all courses offered at IAIA in last 3 years was successfully completed; all remaining courses are on request by respective authorities / countries

