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An Invitation to Participate in a One-Day Forum 

Impact Assessment,  Sustainable Development and Capacity Building

~

Parallel Event – WSSD

Johannesburg 2002

Sunday, 1 September 

Gous Blom Room, Ubuntu Village Conference Center

Ubuntu Village, Wanders Comples

21 North Road, Ilovo, Sandton

10:00 – 18:00

Impact assessment is used to ensure proposed actions are economically viable, socially equitable and environmentally sustainable. It comprises a comprehensive set of tools/approaches to help navigate “A Journey of Hope”.  

· International Trends, Issues and Prospects 

· Global Status Report on Impact Assessment

· Integrated Approaches

· EIA Capacity Building in Developing & Transitional Countries

· Lessons Learned & Ways Forward

Speakers are International experts with on-the-ground working knowledge and experience, supporting the Chairman’s text as quoted (and elsewhere) overleaf:

Paragraph 98, Ch IX, Means of Application:  “Develop and promote the wider application of environmental impact assessments (EIA), as appropriate, to provide essential decision-support information on projects that could cause significant adverse effects to the environment.”

Paragraph 99 , Ch IX, Means of Application:  “Further develop and promote the wider application of strategic environmental assessments (SEA), as appropriate, to provide essential decision-support information on policies, programmes or plans which could have significant negative or positive effects on the environment.”

Paragraph 13, Ch III, Changing Unsustainable Patterns of Consumption and Production:  “Develop a 10-year work programme for improving resource efficiency in order to promote social and economic development within the carrying capacity of ecosystems … The work should also include indicators for measuring progress, using environmental impact assessment procedures … “

Paragraph 31, Ch IV, Protecting and Managing the Natural Resource Base of Economic and Social Development:  “Build capacity in marine science, information and management, through the use … of environmental impact assessments and environmental evaluation and reporting techniques …”

	10.00
	Welcome and Opening Remarks by Presiding Chairman

Francesco La Camera, Director General, Ministry of Environment, Italy



	10:15
	Progress Reports on International Trends, Issues and Prospects

Chair: Magnus Ngoile, Director General of the National Environment Management Council, Tanzania

· Global Status Report on Impact Assessment, Peter Leonard, President, International Association for Impact Assessment

· Integrated Approach for Sustainability Assurance, Barry Sadler, Chair IAIA WSSD Task Force

· ‘Mainstreaming’ and Safeguarding the Environment, Stephen Lintner, Director of Quality Assurance and Compliance, World Bank

· Health Impact Assessment  (TBA)


	12:30 

	Lunch Break

	13:30
	Regional Reports on Development of Impact Assessment Since Rio

Chair: Luc-Marie Constant Gnacadja; Minister of Environment, Habitat and    Urbanism, Benin

· Environmental Assessment in Central and Eastern Europe: Progress Since Rio Jiri Dusik, Secretary to the Sofia EIA Initiative, Regional Environmental Center for Central and Eastern Europe

· Experience and Priorities for Further Development of Environmental Assessment in Southern Africa , Peter Tarr, Director, Southern African Institute for Environmental Assessment

· Experience and Priorities for Further Development of Environmental Assessment in Latin America, Walter Arensberg, Chief of the Environment Division of the Sustainable Development Department, Inter-American Development Bank



	15:00
	Coffee break



	15:30
	International Legal and Policy Instruments Relevant to Impact Assessment and Their Role in Capacity Building

Chair: Jiří Hlaváček, Vice-President of the Bureau of the 13th Meeting of the Parties to Montreal Protocol, Czech Republic

· UN/ECE Convention on Environmental Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters, Jeremy Wates, Secretary, United Nations Economic Commission for Europe

· The Role of Impact Assessment in Achieving the Goals of the Convention on Biological Diversity, Nicholas King, Director, BioNET-INTERNATIONAL, United Kingdom

· The Role of Impact Assessment in Achieving the Goals of the Climate-Change Convention (TBA)



	17:00
	Focus Panel on Capacity Building – Lessons Learned and Priority Actions

Chair: Alex Weaver, Head of EIA in the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research in South Africa and Chairman of the Board of the Southern African Institute for Environmental Assessment



	17:45
	Close of the Parallel Event 


