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Responsibilities of the Publications Committee

The IAIA Publications Committee has oversight of all IAIA publications activities, excepting those directly pertaining to the Annual Meeting and other specific events. The range of IAIA publications includes the Journal Impact Assessment and Project Appraisal, the Newsletter, promotional materials (annual renewal and membership brochures), the Website, the ListServers and the Key Citation lists.

There is a separate editorial board for the Journal, responsible for advising the Journal Editor and the Publications Committee on matters relating to the content of the Journal. Members of the Editorial Board are appointed by the Publications Committee.

Action Plan 2001 -2002

The major task for the committee in 2000 was to look at the needs of our growing membership and assess whether the existing publications and their format best meet these needs, particularly the demand for on-line information. This role has been overtaken by that of the Task  Force on Professional Products and Services established under the leadership of incoming President Elvis Au. Major decisions on the role of publications and communications for the association have been on hold in the last few months while this coordinating activity is being undertaken.

Action to end March 2001 

Some changes

IAPA Journal: Associate Editor Paul Scott resigned from this position when he left Manchester for Dublin late last year. Dr Clarys  Jones of the EIA Centre, Manchester University has taken on the role of co-editor with Professor Chris Wood. Her appointment has been a very welcome addition to the team.

Book review editor: Stewart Lockie has signalled his need to resign as he has recently taken on a more senior position at Central Queensland University. He will continue as review editor until a replacement can be found.

ListServers: early in March the administration centre for IAIA's listserv service was moved from the Centre for Rural Social Research at Charles Sturt University in Wagga Wagga, Australia, to the IAIA International Headquarters. All listserver clients have been informed of the new arrangements and given the details necessary to ensure their continued easy use of the  sites. We continue to be grateful to Frank Vanclay for the support given to the Listservers over the years and for his work in developing this facet of the IAIA  publications strategy.

Website

Website development continues to be the major concern for the Committee. It is obvious that little progress can be made until the Taskforce completes its deliberations

and there is an agreed program of priorities for the development of the site.

Training database and other learning materials

There is considerable support for the transfer of  the EIA training database from the Australian EIA network to our website as it is obvious that the data base is not  at present being adequately maintained on the Australian site.  No action however can be taken until the larger questions of website development have been resolved.

There was also a discussion about IAIA providing a 'home' for the updated UNEP Manual. This however requires considerable resources, and as no definite offer of funding has yet been received from UNEP it is another facet of an expanding training role which we cannot yet accommodate. Recent communications between Environment Australia and UNEP suggests that the Australian Government may be prepared to enter a new agreement with UNEP for the maintenance and support of these two sites once an update of the UNEP EIA Training resources manual is available for upload.

The other 'IAIA'

We have had some correspondence with Hadi Dowlatabadi, Center for  Integrated Study of the Human Dimensions of Global Change at the Carnegie Mellon University concerning the International Association for Integrated Assessment (IAIA) and its plans to publish a journal. Our major concern is to point out our 'ownership' of the acronym and to suggest once again that there might be value to both organisations in joining forces rather than in competing for limited resources in this area.

Goals for 2001-2002

These will continue to be tied to the Taskforce deliberations.

Chair of Publications Committee

 I have reluctantly come to the conclusion that this position should be much more closely tied to the Board. From my present distance, with little contact with Board deliberations and with no prospect of being able to fund the twice yearly contact I see as necessary, I think it prudent to ask that you seek another Chair of Publications. This will be very necessary if the Taskforce recommendations are to be successfully implemented.
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Executive  Office Representative: Jenni Howell

Journal Editorsss: Chris Wood and Carys Jones

Book Review Editor: (Stewart Lockie)
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 Members appointed by the IAIA Board: Tom Roper, Elsa Joao, Alan Bond, Ingved Swensen, Keith Wiseman, Tuija Hilding Rydevik, Riki Therival, George Sammy.
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