DRAFT

IAIA Publication committee

Minutes of the meeting May 31, 2005, Boston, USA
Prepared by A. Bond
Present:


Alan Bond (Chair), United Kingdom

Jill Baker (Board Liaison), Canada

Aleg Cherp, Hungary (not present at meeting – liaising with Sections Committee at same time)

Carys Jones, United Kingdom (IAPA co-editor)

Richard Grassetti, USA

Maureen Hill, Canada

Jennifer Howell, IAIA Headquarters support
Bill (and Gill) Page, United Kingdom (IAPA publisher)

Song, Young-il (Korea)

Peter Tarr, Namibia

Christopher Wood, United Kingdom (IAPA co-editor)

Apologies:  Emanuele Santi
In attendance: Peter Croal (briefly)

1. This year, the Publications Committee meeting preceded the Editorial Board meeting and so the Journal Report had not yet been heard and approved. The Editors were good enough to summarise the main points from the year as:
a. Four issues were produced on time.
b. The merger of Manchester University with the University of Manchester Institute of Science and Technology (UMIST) had, inevitably, led to increased responsibility for the Editors; this had led to three complaints being received over the processing of papers. The Editors have dealt with this by appointing Paul Slinn as “Editorial Associate” for half a day per week to manage the administration including the chasing of referees for reports. The point was also made that the book review problems which had been experienced in the past had now been resolved and book reviews were running very smoothly.
2. IAPA’s publisher (Bill Page) reported four key points from the year:
a. Sales were slightly up for rich countries (estimated at 4-5 journals) but 20% down for poor countries (estimated at 7-8 copies); the overall total being down overall. The drop in subscriptions was not felt to be significant, but the longer term trend continued to be down.

b. Knowledge of the availability to IAIA members of online access seems to be very poor – editions are available back to 1999.

c. The publisher stated that his position is still that access to the journal should be maintained through the members-only portion of the website (there was no dissension on this point).

d. Inclusion of the journal on the Social Science Citation Index remains a priority for the journal.
ACTION: Bill Page and Chris Wood agreed to discuss more prominent information on the journal to indicate that online access was available. This information currently appears on the inside front cover but needs to be more prominent.

ACTION: Alan Bond to establish a working group to improve knowledge of access to the web. One suggestion coming out of the meeting to be explored is a pop-up page to inform a web user accessing IAIA services.

3. Newsletter report (by Jen). Jen indicated that the newsletter is working well. Other matters related to the newsletter are detailed in these meetings under the section reporting on progress over the year.
4. Minutes of the last year's meeting of the Publications Committee were discussed and approved. On the Actions, Bill Page had drafted some words for the newsletter related to the need to achieve SSCI status – but these had not appeared.

ACTION: Alan Bond to establish what happened. An idea for the newsletter is to try and get a regular spot devoted to the Committee (and others) to report on their activities – the text on SSCI could go here. 
5. Where present at the meeting, the leaders of the various actions reported back on progress over the year. Full details of progress are reported in the Publication Committee annual report 2004-2005.
a. Richard Grassetti reported back on Action 1. The next step is to work out what to do next.
ACTION: This Action to continue next year.

b. There is more to do on this Action too. It was reported that Angus Morrison-Saunders and Jos Arts were producing a Follow-up Principles and Practice document. The Publications Committee Policy is to keep the principles and practice series and the Key Citations up-to-date in the long-term- the primary approach for achieving this is to associate each of the documents with a Section if possible.

ACTION: Alan Bond to discuss future maintenance of Follow-up document.

c. Feedback was provided on the current list of contributors – but this needs expanding.

ACTION: Maureen Hill to ask Richard Fuggle, William Veerkamp and Ross Marshall (outgoing, incoming and future Presidents) to supply 15 new names each and for those people to contact those they named to ask them to contribute. Also, Chris Wood to supply Maureen with a list of IAPA reviewers so that Maureen could email those not already contacted by the three Presidents and ask them to contribute.
d. The web page guidance has been written and should be submitted to the Board for approval.

ACTION: Alan Bond to check that the web pages did get submitted to the Board for approval.

e. No progress had been made.

ACTION: The person in charge of the Committee had had too many work commitments to progress this Action and had, therefore stood down from the Committee. The Action will allocated to a new working group for the coming year.

f. Aleg Cherp was attending the Section Committee instead of Publications Committee to progress this Action. Aleg could not, therefore, report on progress at the meeting but sent the following report in subsequently:

1. The Sections will assume responsibilities for those of the Key Citations series that correspond to their themes.

1.1 A.Cherp will provide the Sections with brief guidelines on compiling a Key Citation publication (copy to PC).

1.2 A Section will pass its Key Citation publication to A.Cherp for technical editing and passing to the Web master. This will only be done in the beginning to look after formatting.

1.3 Thus the Sections will maintain some of the existing Key Citation publication series and add new ones.

2. Those Key Citations that do not correspond to the Section's themes will remain within the remit of the Publications Committee that may decide to either sunset them or maintain in some other way.
ACTION: Aleg to provide the brief guidelines.

6. It was reported that Peter Tarr, Aleg Cherp and Joseph Milewski are standing down from the Committee from the meeting. All three will be replaced, two new members already agreeing to serve on the committee included Young-il Song (Korea) (present at the meeting) and Emmanuele Santi (World Bank, currently posted in Ghana). The retiring members were thanked for their contributions to the Committee.
ACTION: Alan Bond to find the third replacement Committee member.

7. The Actions for the Committee over the forthcoming year will be finalised after the IAIA Board has finalised its Strategic Action Plan so that relevant points can be included.
8. Two items were discussed under “Any Other Business”, both related to the forthcoming retirement of Chris Wood as co-Editor of IAPA. 
a. The question was asked as to which was the appropriate group to select new Editors in the future. Two possible suggestions were the Publications Committee or the Editorial Board. The Publications Committee felt that the suitable expertise resided with the Editorial Board and that the system adopted to find Chris’ replacement (a sub-group of the Editorial Board making a recommendation to IAIA Board) was the most appropriate one.
ACTION: Jill Baker to recommend to IAIA Board, subject to agreement of the Editorial Board, that the selection of new Editors be written into the Terms of Reference of the Editorial Board.

b. Institutional memory had been identified as a key issue in that it was likely that Editors would be appointed for a set period of time initially, but that no-one had the allocated responsibility of alerting the end of term to the IAIA Board, nor of alerting the Board to substandard performance should it ever become an issue (the point was\made that this had not been an issue under the present Editorship). The Committee felt that monitoring of the Editor’s performance by a combination of Bill Page and others liaising directly with the President and the Board was appropriate.
ACTION: Jill Baker to recommend to IAIA Board that these functions reside with IAIA Board (that is monitoring of the performance of the Editors and appointing new Editors based on advice given by Publications Committee).  Also to recommend that IAIA Board Liaison of the Editorial Board would be allocated responsibility of reminding the IAIA Board of the end of tenure of Editors and the need for a review, and this responsibility be written into Editorial Board Terms of Reference.
9. Jill Baker agreed to represent the Publications Committee at the IAIA Council Meeting on Friday June 3rd 2005.

