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General Review of responsibilities of the Publications Committee:





The IAIA Publications Committee has overall responsibility for overseeing all IAIA publications activities, excepting those directly pertaining to the Annual Meeting and other specific events. IAIA publications include the Journal Impact Assessment and Project Appraisal, the Newsletter, promotional materials, the Website, the ListServers and the Key Citation lists.��There is a separate Editorial Board for the Journal – IAPA – responsible for advising the Journal Editors and the Publications Committee on matters relating to the content of the Journal. 








2003-04 Activities of the Committee and Changes to Publication Activities:





IAIA Strategy #3


Bill Page revised and updated a report regarding Strategy #3 on behalf of the Publications Committee for the Board’s consideration at their mid-year meeting. 





Up-date of the Key Citations List


Based on discussions at the annual meeting in 2003 (Marrakech) Alan Bond attempted to follow up on this issue with the various IAIA Sections leaders. The objective was to have the Sections look at the Key Citations List, update those that are out-of-date, and have new lists added as the need is identified. Unfortunately, the response to Alan’s request has largely been ignored. It is likely that the Sections are too busy with a number of other requests. It is suggested that the Publications Committee seek out individuals who are known to have expertise in the areas that need to be updated (as was done by Aleg Cherp in the previous year, with great success), and specifically ask them to provide updated lists for the Key Citations.








Revisions to IAIA Web Site


Jenni Howell and HQ updated the web site in the fall, changing the format of the site somewhat, and dividing the site into ‘members’ and ‘public’ sides. HQ had a student assist them with this task, with great success. Changing the web site over to the ‘new’ site was very labour intensive. There is still some questions as to the content of the two sides of the site (what material belongs on the public versus the members site). Therefore, a draft guideline has been proposed by the Publications Committee to assist HQ in making determinations in the future regarding the content of the site. This guideline will be provided to the Board at their meetings in Vancouver in April for their consideration and endorsement.





In 2003-04 HQ and the Publications Committee received a request from a member to review the placement of the Key Citations Lists and the SIA Bibliography; specifically, the request was to move the Key Citations Lists and the SIA Bibliography from the member’s side to the public side of the web site. The Publications Committee reviewed the request, and submitted to the Board of Directors and HQ, a recommendation endorsing the member’s request. In response to this recommendation, the Board advised that it would await guidelines from the Publication’s Committee with respect to placement of material on the web site, before making a decision. Resolution of this issue is expected as a result of discussions of the Board of Directors in Vancouver (see proposal below).





IAPA


The Association’s Journal – Impact Assessment and Project Appraisal – is now available to members on-line through IAIA’s web site (as of April 2004).





In 2004, a recommendation was made by HQ to remove the Publication Committee’s overall responsibility of the journal, and to leave this responsibility solely with the Editorial Board. As a result of this recommendation, the Editorial Board will direct any inquiries, proposals, etc. to the Board of Directors, rather than to the Publications Committee. There is a separate editorial board for the Journal, responsible for advising the Journal Editors on matters relating to the content of the Journal. This has proven to be an effective arrangement that the Editors and the Board seem satisfied with. The Chair of the Publications Committee remains as a member of the Editorial Board and the Editor(s) of the journal is a member of the Publications Committee, in order to provide a link between the two committees. The reason for removing this responsibility is largely due to the fact that over the past few years, there has been very little involvement of the Publications Committee in the management of the journal. Furthermore, there is potential for IAIA to become more involved with the production of Special Publications in the near future, and it was thought that the efforts of the Publications Committee may be more useful and effective in assisting with this effort.





Proposals to the Board:


Currently the Publications Committee is currently reviewing a draft of a Guideline for determining the content of the IAIA web site (existing and future content). The draft (with comments and revisions from the Publications Committee) will be provided to the Board of Directors at their meetings in Vancouver by Jill Baker.
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