SEA PRACTICE IN ENERGY MANAGEMENT

Summary: SEA Practice in Energy Management
Can SEA assist in policy, plans and programmes aimed at securing sustainable energy supplies, addressing climate change, urban and societal energy efficiency and the promotion of renewable energy.  These are questions we have to ask at a time when sourcing future energy supplies is becoming increasingly difficult against a backdrop of political instability, fuel switching, climate change adaptation and economic fluctuation.  This conference workshop’s focus on the role of SEA in energy management is both timely and appropriate.  

The objective of this workshop is to compare national approaches to the application of SEA in energy management, in particular energy efficiency, emission reduction and renewables development.  We invite speakers to describe the application of SEA across specific energy scenarios in their countries and to outline their papers to address:

· How SEA been applied as a tool to assist in aiding responsibility for energy management

· What role is SEA playing in national and industrial strategic planning for energy management
· The role and relationship of SEA when reviewing current energy use in national/regional/local contexts

· Managing Energy – can SEA assist in applying leadership, control, and measurement in this controversial area

· Energy Supply: Can SEA help us identify a prognosis 

· Implications for sustainable development.

· What examples are there of SEA and Energy Management in Practice 

· What SEA objectives and indicators should be included for climate change?

· Can SEA assist in identifying Win-win options that contribute to both climate change mitigation and adaptation and to wider plan objectives, e.g. opportunities from energy efficiency measures.

SEA PRACTICE IN ENERGY MANAGEMENT

Focus: SEA Practice in Energy Management to secure sustainable energy supplies, to reduce and adapt to climate change factors, enhance energy efficiency in our cities and industries, to promote renewable energy development.

At a time when sourcing of future energy supplies and climate change are becoming some of the most important environmental challenges faced by governments, industry, and energy decision-makers.  This conference session’s focus on the role of SEA in energy management is both timely and appropriate.  

The severity of future environmental impacts associated with energy management will ultimately depend on what adaptation measures we put in place, i.e. how policies develop, how societies respond and develop new behaviours, how practices to energy management and CO2 release evolve.  It is clear that SEA has an important role to play in minimising greenhouse gas emissions, improving security of supply, energy efficiency, and increasing the provision of renewable energy.  Well- stated goals guide decision-making and are the basis for tracking and measuring future progress.  The communicating and setting of clear environmental objectives can also encourage support for energy management efforts with stakeholders.  In all these stages SEA can play an important guiding role.
This session seeks to examine and explore the role of SEA in the energy management; energy efficiency planning, renewable promotion, climate change assessments; the design of carbon reduction policies and programmes, consents & permitting, and regulatory impact assessment of energy related policy, plans and programmes.

Objective of the workshop on SEA Practice in Energy management

The objective of this workshop is to compare national approaches to the application of SEA in energy management, in particular energy efficiency, emission reduction and renewables development.  We invite speakers to describe the application of SEA across specific energy scenarios in their countries.  To facilitate a useful discussion that could lead to common conclusions, we need contributions to the workshop to be comparable.  We therefore invite speakers to prepare papers along the outline we present hereafter. The workshop may then identify commonalties and differences between countries, and perhaps formulate general recommendations. 

Outline of contributions

We request contributors to outline their papers as follows (as relevant):

Context

· Characterisation of the ‘problem’ and the energy management issues involved. How, where, when energy is consumed, the physical environmental implications, the history of usage and why change management is now required.

· At what level and through what national offices has SEA been applied as a tool to assist in aiding responsibility for energy management

· What role is SEA playing in national and industrial strategic planning for energy management
Energy Management policies, plans and programmes and their context within the national framework

· How SEA promotes debates about the balance of energy supplies, the security of these supplies, future demand, efficiency and possible ways of promoting sustainable energy management (e.g. energy capture, reduction, renewables, new urban lighting policies)

· The role and relationship of SEA when reviewing current energy use in national/regional/local contexts

· The use of SEA to identifying, direct and prioritise opportunities for energy management and as a means to serve energy, awareness raising amongst the public

· The substantial justification through SEA for the strategic choices made and the way they are implemented, like the incorporation of climate change parameters into strategic national, regional or local energy programmes, etc

· Managing Energy – can SEA assist in applying leadership, control, and measurement in this controversial area

· SEA to direct energy demand management on ways and means to serve energy, awareness raising amongst the public 

· Strategic choices through SEA made by energy management authorities, positions taken by other stakeholder organisations

· Energy Supply: Can SEA help us identify a prognosis 

· Envisaged implementation through SEA of the strategic choices, e.g. through climate change programmes, new energy responsibilities or financial mechanisms. 

· Implications for sustainable development.

Actual implementation

· The practice of SEA implementation (Does the policy work? How do actors responsible for implementation behave in reality?)

· What examples are there of SEA and Energy Management in Practice 

· The position of different stakeholder groups in the implementation of SEA (what do they think of the way they are consulted or participate?)

· Lessons to be drawn from SEA for other energy scenarios e.g. how to balance renewable versus carbon-fuels? How to integrate energy efficiency programmes into policies to address increasing energy usage,  energy management and spatial land use planning

· How to link all this to the formal planning, public consultation and participation? 

· SEA to promote energy efficiency in the urban environment (i.e. urban lighting policy, public service usage, building designs

· What SEA objectives and indicators should be included for climate change?

· Finding win-win options. Can SEA assist in identifying Win-win options that contribute to both climate change mitigation and adaptation and to wider plan objectives, e.g. opportunities from energy efficiency measures.

