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1. Current situation and trend in SEA in Asian countries
Several countries and local governments in Asia have already introduced SEA systems. For example, in Hong Kong, since 1988, under the administrative EIA directive, SEA has been applied to development plans and programmes prepared by the government. Through another administrative directive issued by the government in 1992, SEA has also been extended to major policies and strategies. In 1997, the EIA Ordinance was enacted to formalize the previous administrative-based EIA system and came into full operation in April 1998, including a provision for environmental assessment of major urban development and redevelopment plans. The Government also promulgated Guidelines on Sustainability Assessment in 2003. A Hong Kong SEA manual was issued in March 2004.
In Korea, Preliminary Environmental Review System (PERS) is one of the varieties of SEA which was established by the Directive of the Prime Minster in 1994. Then the Framework Act on Environmental Policy in 1999(amended in 2003) stated the types of administrative plans and development projects requiring PERS.  
Although in Japan there is no national SEA system except for port and harbor plans which are subject to Environmental Impact Assessment law, several recent activities are emerging to promote and establish SEA concept and system as local governmental policies as well as national environmental polices. The Ministry of the Environment has published several reports on various aspects of international experience on SEA and their possible application in Japan at both national and local government levels and also has issued a preliminary guideline on SEA in the formulation of municipal waste management plans in 2003. And several local governments have also introduced a SEA component in their environment related plans and programmes. 

Over these years, more and more Asian countries have been introducing and revising their SEA systems. However, there is relatively weak collaboration and sharing of experiences in Asian region on the implementation and establishment of SEA systems. Therefore, there is a need for more collaboration in promoting effective SEA system in Asian countries.
2. Key issues of concern

Introduction of the EU Directive on SEA in 2001 will gradually lead to establishment of national SEA system for EU member countries in accordance with the requirements of the SEA Directive. This means that standardization of national SEA system or some general framework is starting to happen in the European countries. Another example is the SEA protocol of the UNECE Convention on Transboundary EIA.
Regarding the Asian situations, there is no such movement of standardization of SEA systems/practices or general framework for SEA application. Only several countries or local governments have already introduced national or local SEA systems. To establish better SEA system in each country or local government, information exchange,  sharing experiences and in-depth discussion of lessons learned on good SEA within Asian countries are essential to the development of good SEA system and practices. Through the discussion at the 2005 IAIA SEA conference, information exchanges and sharing of good SEA practices can be conducted.
3. Key issues for consideration at IAIA SEA-Prague

In view of above circumstances, the following key issues are raised for IAIA SEA conference in Prague as discussion topics. Anyone who has an interest can submit a short abstract to address at least one of the topics among the followings.
· What are the characteristics of national and local SEA system in each country in Asia? 

· What are the similarities and differences of Asian national and local SEA systems? How do the SEA systems and practices differ from the EU model and practices ?
· What are lessons learned from Asian country’s experiences? What works and what does not work so well ?
· Is there a need or possibility to move towards some degree of standardization or consistent framework for Asian SEA systems? If so, what can and should  we do ? If not, what might be the future collaboration for us in Asian reason?

4. TOR for papers
A submitted abstract has to include the following information.
· Title of submission
· Name of authors

· Job Title, Organization, Address, Tel, Fax, E-mail, URL 

· Abstract

· Key words(3 to 5 keywords which appropriately represent the essence of the presentation):
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