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IAIA’04 Technical Visits


A highlight of the annual IAIA conference is the opportunity for IA practitioners to visit local sites of interest.


The local IAIA members organizing these tours are looking forward to welcoming you to Vancouver and sharing with you their experiences in impact assessment.  The tours are rich in technical content and there will lots of experts to address your questions.  And many of the tours will show you some of the sights that attract tourists to Vancouver from all over the world.  Several include a boat or ferry trip.  After all, Vancouver is a port city!


There are 8 technical visits to choose from and they are spread over 3 days: 


	Saturday, 24 April


GREENHOUSE OPERATION





	Sunday, 25 April


B. HYDROELECTRIC DEVELOPMENT 


C. ROBERTS BANK PORT DEVELOPMENT


D. FRASER RIVER ESTUARY AND VANCOUVER INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT





	Friday, 30 April


E. ESQUIMALT GRAVING DOCK (DRY DOCK) VICTORIA VIA THE GULF ISLANDS


F. HOWE SOUND PULP AND PAPER MILL


G. SEA TO SKY HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT AND 2010 WINTER OLYMPICS GAMES VENUES 


H. URBAN SUSTAINABILITY IN VANCOUVER


The registration deadline is February 29th, and capacity is limited.  Sign-up soon to avoid disappointment.  


Registration is via the conference registration form.  If you have already registered for the Conference and want to add a Technical Visit please contact info@iaia.org    A good idea is to list both your first and second choice. Traveling companions of conference registrants are welcome on the tours.


Here are the outlines of the Technical Visits:





A. GREENHOUSE OPERATION 


Saturday, April 24, 12:45 pm  Return: 16:30 pm  Cost: $20US


Host:  Canagro Produce Ltd. and the BC Greenhouse Growers’ Association.





Canagro Produce Ltd. is one of BC’s largest greenhouse vegetable operations.  It produces all varieties of greenhouse tomatoes under 25 hectares of glass for 10 months of the year in a state-of-the-art facility.  The greenhouse burns natural gas for heat and uses the resulting carbon dioxide to enhance plant growth.  Water is recycled to decrease costs.  The operation recently installed a co-generation plant, using methane gas from a landfill to generate electricity with the waste heat being utilized by the greenhouse.  Further efficiencies are gained by using large heat storage tanks. This award-winning project—the Landfill Gas Collection and Utilization Project—was done in cooperation with the Delta municipality and the City of Vancouver.





B. HYDROELECTRIC DEVELOPMENT 


Sunday, April 25, 8:15 am   Return: 4:30 pm  Cost: $40US


Host:  British Columbia Hydro





Ninety per cent of British Columbia’s energy is supplied by hydroelectric development, ranging in size from microhydro (<20MW) to megaprojects (>200 MW). Most of the larger power facilities are owned and operated by BC Hydro, a provincial Crown corporation.  The hydroelectric tour will visit the Stave Falls project, located 60 km east of Vancouver.  The original powerhouse was built in 1912 and was converted recently to a visitor centre. Tour participants will be able to view the history of hydroelectric development in British Columbia.  The Stave Falls plant has recently gone through a Water Use Planning (WUP) process which balances the multiple water uses, including energy production, recreation, and fish and wildlife habitat.  On the bus trip to Stave Falls there will be a discussion of the environmental impacts of the hydroelectric industry and the WUP process








C. ROBERTS BANK PORT DEVELOPMENT


Sunday, April 25, 8:45 am	Return: 16:30 pm  Cost: $40US


Host: Vancouver Port Authority





The Roberts Bank Superport, located 35 km south of Vancouver, is a major port development in the Port of Vancouver with coal and container terminal facilities.  The Vancouver Port Authority is currently planning a major expansion of the container terminal facilities at Roberts Banks.  The port site is part of the ecologically sensitive Fraser River estuary and borders on First Nations, farming and residential communities.  Plans for expansion will be addressing some critically important environmental and social issues as part of the environmental assessment.  Participants will travel by bus to the Superport located at the end of causeway into the Strait of Georgia.  The tour is also expected to include an opportunity to visit the adjacent First Nation community and discuss some of the challenges associated with managing impacts from the port development on the community.








D. FRASER RIVER ESTUARY AND VANCOUVER INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT


Sunday, April 25,  8:45 am	Return: 16:30 pm  Cost: $45US


Host: Fraser River Port Authority and Vancouver International Airport





This tour will begin with a bus trip to New Westminster where you will board a boat for a four hour cruise through the Fraser River estuary.  The boat tour will pass through sections of the estuary dominated by industrial developments, residential developments as well as areas protected and enhanced for environmental conservation.  The trip will provide opportunities for wildlife viewing of many bird species, otters, seals and maybe even sea lions.   Once back on dry land you will re-board the bus for a tour of the Vancouver International Airport, which is located at the mouth of the Fraser River on Sea Island.  The Airport is undergoing expansion and a third runway was opened in 1996 after more than 20 years of planning and environmental assessment.  The tour will include stops at sites where fish and wildlife habitat compensation projects have been completed as part of the runway development.








E. ESQUIMALT GRAVING DOCK (DRY DOCK) VICTORIA VIA THE GULF ISLANDS


Friday, April 30,  7:00 am	Return: 19:30 pm  Cost: $60US


Host: Public Works and Government Services Canada; Parks Canada and National Defence Canada





The Esquimalt Graving Dock is the largest ship repair and maintenance facility in Western Canada, and contains the largest non-military dry dock on the west coast of North America.   Located at the southern tip of Vancouver Island near Victoria, the facility is used for the repair and maintenance of vessels including naval ships, cruise ships, ferries, container ships, oil tankers and fishing boats.  The Graving Dock is located in an ecologically sensitive marine environment, bordering First Nations lands and neighbouring a dense residential area. The facility has implemented an ISO 14001 registered Environmental Management System to manage the many environmental issues associated with this large industrial operation.  This day trip includes a 1.5 hour ferry trip through the scenic Gulf Islands to (and from) Vancouver Island.   On board, the organizers will have a poster session on various issues including the establishment of a national marine park in British Columbia’s southern Gulf Islands.


  








F. HOWE SOUND PULP AND PAPER MILL


Friday, April 30, 7:45 am  Return: 18:00 pm  Cost: $40US


Host: Howe Sound Pulp and Paper  





The Howe Sound Pulp and Paper mill produces high quality kraft pulp and newsprint.   The mill is located in Port Mellon on British Columbia‘s “Sunshine Coast” to the NW of Vancouver.   Pulp mills are an important component of the British Columbia and Canadian economy.  Canada’s pulp mills underwent intensive federal and provincial government environmental assessment in the late 1980s, followed by dramatically more stringent environmental regulation.  Howe Sound Pulp and Paper (HSPP) is an excellent example of an environmental “good news story”.  Some of the key issues addressed by HSPP’s environmental assessment and management program include fisheries impacts, air quality effects, cumulative effects, and environmental effects monitoring.   The all-day tour will take you by bus and ferry to the mill.   There may also be an opportunity to visit a nearby timber harvesting operation to explore some of the environmental challenges associated with forest resource management in BC. 











G. SEA TO SKY HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT AND 2010 WINTER OLYMPICS GAMES VENUES 


Friday, April 30,  8:15 am  Return: 18:00 pm  Cost: $40US


Host: BC Ministry of Transportation





The City of Vancouver, combined with the resort community of Whistler, has been selected to host the 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games.  As part of the long-term plans for the region and to facilitate access during the 2010 Games, the provincial Ministry of Transportation has committed to a $CDN600 million upgrade of the Sea to Sky Highway between Vancouver and Whistler.  This bus tour will provide an opportunity to travel the Sea-to-Sky Highway, one of the world’s great drives, and to visit Whistler, one of the foremost alpine ski resorts in North America.  The tour will also include a number of stops to view environmentally sensitive areas along the Sea-to-Sky Highway and see how these features are being considered in the environmental assessment for this project.  Participants will also hear about and witness first-hand how some of the environmental challenges associated with developing a major international four seasons resort community have been managed.  In addition, you will hear about the environmental challenges associated with the development of new alpine and nordic sport venues for the 2010 Games.    














H. URBAN SUSTAINABILITY IN VANCOUVER 


Friday, April 30, 8:45 am  Return: 16:30 pm  Cost:  $40US


Host:  Jack Bell Foundation








Vancouver currently offers its residents a high quality of life in an environment enriched by natural amenities.  However, its land base is being increasingly pressed to accommodate a growing population with expanding consumption patterns.  This technical tour will exhibit some of the ways this city has accommodated its growth and evolution and how these have established Vancouver as an acclaimed leader in the field of urban sustainability.  Participants will benefit from seeing how the principles of sustainability have been integrated into the city’s urban landscape.  They will be led on a unique and interesting tour of a number of different sites throughout the city and hear key professionals involved in the profiled projects discuss their experiences in addressing and balancing a wide spectrum of impacts, including impacts to the biophysical environment, communities, culture, agricultural lands, endangered species, water supply, industry, and health. 


