IAIA’04 Pre-conference Training Course
Strategic Environmental Assessment: experience and good practices in policy-making, planning and programme development

Instructors’ name and contacts

Name: Maria Rosário Partidário, 

Address: Rua Tristão da Cunha, 44, 1400-349 LISBOA, Portugal

Email: mp@fct.unl.pt
fax: 351-21-302 1889 or 351-21-294 8554 (univ.)

Name: Olivia Bina,

Address: Newnham College, CAMBRIDGE CB3 9DF, United Kingdom

Email:ocb1000@cam.ac.uk

Fax: 44-1223-505-689

Type: Course, with group exercises. 

Language: English

Number of days: 2 (an option of 1 day on Policy SEA is available for professionals with sufficient practice of SEA)

Narrative description of course:

The overall purpose of the course on SEA that is offered as an IAIA’04 pre-conference training event is to introduce the purpose, logic, key functions and activities of what constitutes good practice in SEA, and does not intend to provide one recipe for SEA. The emphasis will be on addressing the differences in the application of SEA at policy-making levels, compared to plan and programmatic levels. 

The course is organized in two parts. Part I runs on day 1 and addresses the basics of SEA. It includes an introduction to key concepts and issues that characterize SEA as an impact assessment approach, and reviews current practices in different countries and respective approaches, illustrated with case-examples. Part II runs on day 2 in two parallel sessions in separate rooms, the Policy forum focussing on SEA applied to policies, and the Plan/Programme forum focussing on SEA applied to plans and programmes. At registration, participants must indicate if they want to take the Policy forum, or the Plan/Programme forum. An option is offered to admit participants to take only the Policy forum on day 2, for professionals with demonstrated experience on SEA that wish to explore policy SEA methodologies.

The course content is based on the multiple and varied existing evidence, expressed in different perspectives and approaches to SEA at the international level. Given the need for great adaptiveness of SEA to decision-making processes, course participants are invited to interchange their experiences with respect to national decision-making procedures and respective needs, or current application, with SEA, both in the policy forum and in the plan/programme forum. Course participants will have learned the purpose, logic and key functions and activities in SEA as currently practiced in different contexts, and will take home the fundamental knowledge that will enable them to develop SEA approaches tailored to their cultural and decision-making needs. 

Course programme outline:

Day 1 Background, concepts and approaches to SEA with Maria R Partidario, case-examples presentation by Olivia Bina

Morning

Introduction to course aims and structure

Background, key concepts and overview of international experience

What is and why doing SEA

Evolution, key concepts, principles and rules of good practice 

SEA and EIA relationship 

The role of SEA in decision-making

Sustainability as a key SEA driver

Forms of SEA

Lunch 

Afternoon

Case-examples on forms of SEA 

Overview of SEA experience in different parts of the world

SEA regulations, guidance and institutional contexts

Examples from selected countries

Framework for an approach to SEA

Day 2 Policy forum (with Maria R. Partidario)

Morning

Role of SEA in policy-making 

The policy cycle and existing impact assessment mechanisms

Procedural methodological approaches to policy SEA

Case-examples from international experience

Lunch 

Afternoon

Working groups on a simulated policy case

· designing a framework for impact assessment

· simulating an application

Groups presentation

Closing

Day 2 Plan/programme forum (with Olivia Bina)

Morning

Introducing SEA in a particular organisational context

Role of SEA 

Range of approaches and methods for SEAs of plans and programmes

Case-examples from international experience

Lunch 

Afternoon

Working groups on a simulated case

· designing a framework for assessment

· simulating an application

Groups presentation

Closing

List of training material:

Course manual (Maria R. Partidário author’s edition and annually reviewed); slides for the Policy and Plan/Programme Fora not included in course manual and supporting papers. IAIA may sell this training material to non-participants request, pending on agreement on profit share.

Level of experience required to participants: medium to high on EIA / planning. It is important that participants have basic knowledge on environmental impact assessment and/or planning

Follow-up support: through e-mail exchange mainly

Instructors, c.v.:

Maria R. Partidario, PhD, professor at the New University of Lisbon, Portugal, long-standing trainer, environmental, planning and sustainability consultant; organization and conduction of about 22 short training courses on EIA, and 20 training courses on SEA. 

First graduation on Environmental Engineering, MSc on Regional and Urban Planning and PhD (Aberdeen University, Scotland) on Strategic Environmental Assessment. 

Maria has been involved in several European research projects in the fields of strategic environmental assessment and environmental impact assessment, also acting as advisor and trainer in national and international contexts on strategic impact assessment, environmental impact assessment, environmental planning and sustainable tourism.

Over the years several training courses have been designed and conducted by Maria under contract with private, public and governmental institutions in Portugal, Brazil, Mozambique, S. Tomé and Principe, Cape Verde, Italy, Guyana and as pre-meeting courses at IAIA annual conferences. Maria is the author of a Training Manual on SEA, co-editor of two internationally published key books on SEA (one with Riki Therivel, 1996, the other with Ray Clark, 2000), and has authored many book chapters and journal articles on SEA. She developed the Manual on Environmental Planning for the Open University in Portugal, and is currently concluding (in co-authorship) the Manual on EIA for the same institution. 

Maria is a member of the UNEP Expert Group established to oversee the preparation of the EIA Training Resource Manual (issued in 1996). She was also appointed, as an expert, to the experts panel to overview the preparation of the European Union Manual on Strategic Environmental Assessment for the Trans European Network, and has been acting co-coordinator on behalf of IAIA, jointly with Elvis Au, of the World Bank / IAIA China Distance–learning Training Course on SEA. 

Maria was President of the International Association for Impact Assessment in 1997-98, and awarded the IAIA Individual Award in 2002 for contributions made to the advancement of SEA internationally.

Olivia Bina, First Degree in Political Sciences (1991, University of Milan, Italy) and Master of Philosophy in Environment and Development (1993, University of Cambridge, UK). 

Currently PhD candidate and Research Associate at the University of Cambridge, UK. Associate Fellow of the Institute for European Environmental Policy (IEEP) London since 2000. 

Previously Senior Consultant at Environmental Resources Management (London, UK) between 1997 and 2000, and Policy Officer at the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (Sandy, UK) between 1993 and 1997. 

Olivia has over 10 years experience as a practitioner in the field of policy analysis and environmental integration mechanisms, focusing mainly on advising international organisations (European Commission Directorates, European Environment Agency, European Conference of Ministers of Transport) and national governments, providing guidance and training. Her work concentrates on policies and mechanisms for the integration of environment and sustainability in a variety of development sectors. She has specialised in the development of Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) methods and their application to infrastructure programmes and multi-sectoral development plans at regional level. 

She has produced extensive reports and analyses of SEA practice in Europe and was main author of the Handbook on Environmental Assessment of Regional Development Plans and EU Structural Funds Programmes prepared by ERM for the European Commission, DG Environment in 1998. She was Expert Advisor to DG Environment (European Commission) for three years on Strategic Environmental Assessment of the Trans European Transport Networks. 

