“Strategic Environmental Assessment: key elements and practices in the European approach"

Summary of Course:

The course on SEA has the double aim of introducing key concepts and issues that significantly distinguish SEA from other environmental assessment and management tools while at the same time offer a discussion forum on current SEA experiences, particularly in Europe, in a pre and post-implementation of the European Directive 2001/42/CE of 27 June. The course attempts to provide a perspective on different approaches to SEA at the international level, taking participants across key elements than define good practice SEA in different systems, rather than focussing only on one methodology or procedure. Numerous case-examples are used to illustrate full process SEA, or just some key steps or issues within an SEA. Given the location of the course in Europe, preference will be given to the use of case-examples from within the European Union (e.g. SEA of a proposal to the European Structural Funds) or out of any national experience of European member states. Given the need for great adaptiveness of SEA to decision-making processes, course participants are invited to interchange their experiences with respect to national decision-making procedures and respective needs, or current application, with SEA. 

Purpose of training course:

a) To introduce course participants to key concepts and approaches in Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA);

b) To offer practical examples on how SEA has been carried out in national and international contexts;

c) To analyse the current European Directive 2001/42/CE on the effects of certain plans and programmes, and to enable discussion on the needs and opportunities for its implementation at land use and sectoral planning and programming levels;

d) To allow participants to interchange on SEA advances, needs and barriers in their own countries.

Relationship of topic with the theme of the conference:

Strategic and Policy Impact Assessment are still emerging impact assessment tools with a key role at different scales, from policy to planning and also programming levels. It operates at strategic levels of discussion, in an ex-ante stage in relation to the operation of project EIA. Its great potential lies on its capacity to influence strategic decision-making and has therefore a major role to play in making Impact Assessment more effective throughout the decision-making process. The relationship of the proposed course with the conference theme is therefore highly relevant.

Learning objectives:

To increase, and improve, better practice of SEA worldwide, and particularly in Europe, by promoting the learning-by-doing principle in SEA.

Course outline and programme:

Day 1

Morning

Introduction to course aims and structure

Background, key concepts and overview of international experience

What is and why doing SEA

Evolution and forms of SEA

Concepts and definitions

SEA role towards sustainability

SEA and EIA relationship

Principles and rules of good practice

Lunch 

Afternoon

Overview of European Experience

The European Directive 2001/42/CE of 27 June

Models of SEA in Europe

Overview of SEA Experience in other parts of the world

SEA regulations, guidance and institutional contexts

Procedural approaches to policy, planning and programmes SEA

Day 2
Morning

Key elements and practices in SEA: methodological approaches and techniques

How to do an SEA - SEA step-by-step 

Key elements

Objectives, benchmarks and targets

Scoping in SEA

Alternatives

Assessment criteria

Illustration with Case studies on step-by-step process

Lunch 

Afternoon

Public involvement in SEA

Quality control

Integration in decision-making

Language:

English; Portuguese /Spanish and French can be facilitated, namely in working groups

Length of course: 2 days

Target audience:

Policy-makers; government officers (central and local government); company managers; consultants; academics

Level of advancement in EIA required to participants: 

Medium to high; and in SEA: introductory to medium

Training materials:

Course manual (reviewed from previous years); Copy of other overheads used and some supporting papers (including the European Directive 2001/42/CE and the UNECE Protocol on SEA).

Name of instructor, qualifications and experience in training:

Maria R. Partidario, PhD, Assistant Professor, environmental consultant, 20 years university lecturer (graduation and MSc courses); organization and conduction of about 22 short training courses on EIA, and 11 training courses on SEA. Maria a leading expert in the crossroad of environmental impact assessment (EIA), policy and planning issues and sustainability. First graduated as an environmental engineer, MSc on regional and urban planning and PhD (Aberdeen University, Scotland) on Strategic Environmental Assessment. Has been involved in several European research projects in the field of strategic environmental assessment and environmental impact assessment. Develops consultancy, conference and training work in Portugal and abroad in the fields of strategic environmental assessment, environmental impact assessment, environmental planning and sustainable tourism. Designing training courses, coordinating and lecturing in training courses, and also preparation of training manuals has been part of her main training activitiy. Maria helped to set up a training centre in Portugal in 1989, the Centro de Estudos de Planeamento e Gestão do Ambiente - CEPGA, which is currently part of the European Union EIA Training and Research Centres Network. CEPGA collaborated with the Centre for Environmental Management and Planning, Aberdeen, in several training courses and conference events hosted in Portugal and Aberdeen. CEPGA is since last year assisting the Portuguese Ministry of the Environment in promoting its capacity-bulding programme. Over the years several other training courses have been designed and conducted by Maria under contract with private, public and governmental institutions in Portugal, Brasil, Mozambique, S. Tomé and Principe, Cape Verde, Itlay, Guyana and as pre-meeting courses at IAIA annual conferences. Her experience in this field was recognized by UNEP when she was appointed to the UNEP Expert Group established to oversee preparation of the EIA Training Resource Manual (issued in 1996). Subsequently she developed the Manual on Environmental Planning for the Open University in Portugal. She was also appointed, as an expert, to the experts panel overviewing the preparation of the European Union Manual on Strategic Environmental Assessment for the TransEuropean Network. Maria was President of the International Association for Impact Assessment in 1997-98.

Number of times the course has previously been proposed and delivered at IAIA conferences in the last 3 years:

IAIA’99, Glasgow, attended by 19 participants;

IAIA’00, Hong-Kong, attended by 20 participants

IAIA’01, Cartagena, attended by 19 participants

Number of times, where and to whom, the course was offered outside of IAIA conferences in the last 3 years:

January, 1999: Brasil, Rio Janeiro, to the national oil company Petrobrás, 27 participants

October, 1999 (with Riki Therivel): Portugal, Lisbon, to the Direction-General for Land-Use Planning, 28 participants

September, Slovak Republik, Bratislava, to the Faculty of Architecture – University of Bratislava, 15 participants

January, 2001: Italy, Sardegna, to the MSc on EIA, University of Sassari, 25 participants

June, 2001: Guyana, Georgetown, to the University of Guyana and the Caribbean Academy of Sciences, 20 participants

June, 2001: Brazil, S. Paulo, to the MBA on environmental management, Institute of Technology Brazil-Germany, 21 participants

September, 2001: Portugal, Lisbon, to government officers and consultants, 10 participants

October, 2001: Portugal, Lisbon, to the Ministry of Transports, 20 participants

