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Introduction

The EIA report on the IAIA’02 annual conference presents the impacts on the IA-practitioners environment and on the direct natural environment of the conference as well as the natural global environment. This position paper present a statement by the programme committee of the VVM (Association for Environmental Professionals) in the Netherlands what has been and will be done with the findings and conclusions of the report in preparing and implementing the conference. This has resulted in measures to:

1. enhance the positive impact of the conference in terms of capacity building,  knowledge exchange in IA tools and processes as well as professional network building;

2. mitigate and compensate adverse environmental impacts.

Measures

1. In order to enhance the positive impacts of the conference on the participants, the organisers are attempting to present to the participants a varied programme of high quality in which there will be good opportunities to participate actively. The major theme of the conference focuses on the users of impact assessments and the demands the decision makers make on it. It is expected that focusing on the users of the impact assessments will contribute to a greater effectiveness of IA. (What do they demand and what will they need?) The organisers are doing their utmost to attract high level decision makers to the conference to share their thoughts on IA with the conference participants. There will be different forms of interaction between participants all aiming at enhancement of exchange. In addition to the traditional type of workshops consisting of presentations of papers, there will be “indaba-style” workshops and an extended poster presentation session. The plenary sessions during the mornings on the first and the third day of the conference will be followed by parallel sessions in the afternoons of these days encouraging participants to enter the discussions. There are technical visits on the three days preceding the conference offering maximum possibilities to take part in at least one visit and benefit from the social and technical sides to these visits. The programme of social events is varied and will offer lots of fun and relaxation. IAIA’02 will be preceded by a virtual conference that will prepare participants for the actual meeting in The Hague. In doing so, IAIA will find out how successful such a virtual conference can be in contributing to the success of the annual meetings.

2. The organisers aim at a CO2-positive conference in seeking compensation through the so-called “Trees for Travel” programme. The Netherlands (as well as  neighbouring member countries in the European Union) has an excellent public transport system with trains running frequently to many destinations and a good bus network. Therefore, the participants are encouraged to make maximum use of this system when travelling from and to Amsterdam Airport and when visiting cities and the countryside in the Netherlands and in Europe.  The city of The Hague was selected as the venue for the conference as this city is located conveniently close too Amsterdam airport and to the major tourist attractions in the Netherlands thereby minimising transport and mobility. The Hague is also the seat of government in the Netherlands as well as the seat of headquarters of several multinational companies, thereby increasing the chance that high level decision maker in government and private industry will take part in the conference. The organisers are paying attention to the so-called “green symbols” in that it will aim at minimising impacts associated with the (re-)use of all kinds of materials. The Congress Centre will not use paper cups and expendable tableware. The transport during the technical visits will take place by buses and boats that use high quality and low sulphur diesel fuel. One technical visit will be a biking excursion. 

