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IMPACTS OF TOURISM

INTRODUCTORY COMMENT

The sources of information that look at the impacts of tourism are disparate and cover many subject
areas—from social anthropology and development studies to tourism management. An increasing
amount of reference material is also being produced online by the tourism industry and organisa-
tions involved in tourism development around the world. These key citations identify some key
readings from industry and academia on the social, economic and environmental impacts of tourism.
Responsible tourism is described in the Cape Town Declaration: Responsible Tourism in Destinations,
which was developed in the lead-up to the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development. One of
its central objectives is to minimise the negative environmental, economic and social impacts of tour-
ism. The Cape Town Declaration is endorsed in principle by the International Association for Impact
Assessment.
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